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The season of Lent leads up to the most holy of Christian days, Easter 
Sunday. The forty days of Lent begin Ash Wednesday and end at dusk 
the Saturday before Easter, not counting the Sundays in between. The 
Sundays during Lent, like every Sunday, are considered weekly 
celebrations of the resurrection. Many denominations encourage 
disciples to renew and strengthen their faith during Lent. Plans are 
made for community-wide Lenten preparation through the spiritual 
disciplines of prayer, Bible study, fasting, and service. 

This preparation is a historical model from the early church. New 

believers were mentored in the Christian faith weeks before Easter, 

preparing for their baptisms at the Great Easter Vigil. The idea of giving 

something up for Lent came out of this tradition, when fasting—

abstaining from food as an act of discipline in solidarity with others in 

the community—was used to raise one’s spiritual consciousness and 

empty oneself before God. Fasting or giving up something for Lent can 

be a good way to explore a deeper expression of faith, if not adopted 

as a show of piety, martyrdom, or moral righteousness. Presbyterians 

may find it meaningful to give something up for Lent, but it is not 

required. Some disciples may find a more valuable spiritual exercise in 

taking something on during Lent—a more Christ-like attitude toward 

others, a humble spirit at work, or a feeling of gratitude in the midst of 

scarcity. Whatever spiritual disciplines and preparations are embraced 

during Lent, they can help us prepare for or renew our baptisms as part 

of the resurrection celebration at Easter. 

(From the article “Lenten Practices 101” in IDEAS! Magazine, published by the 
Presbyterian Mission Agency) 

May we at Cornerstone be blessed with a meaningful season 
of Lent as we prepare our hearts for Easter! 
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Youth Director: 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of Cornerstone 

are a part of God’s Grand 

Adventure to: ground our lives 

on the solid rock of  Jesus 

Christ, build up each other in 

love through prayer, words and 

deeds, and to create God’s 

community in Jackson and 

beyond. 

Cornerstone Community 

Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 15th of every month.  If you have something for the newsletter, please 
email to Elizabeth Hughes at: administrative@cornerstonechurchofjackson.org 

 

Happy  

Anniversary 

ELDERS ON OUR SESSION BOARD OF DEACONS 

2015 Bruce Thompson  Dominique Robert 
 Gail Carlson 
 Laura Stone    
 David LaCross 
2016 Tina Kas   Betty Thompson 
 Patti Miller   Donna Rosato  
 Sharron Smith (Clerk) 
 Bob Wegner 
2017 Vikki Leach   Joan Mallison 
 Todd Moyer   Barbara Dougherty  
 Kellie Pushko 

UPDATE FROM THE SEARCH COMMITTEE 

The Interim Pastor Search Committee will meet with the Presbytery’s 

Committee on Ministry (COM) on Wednesday, March 4th to discuss a 

plan for moving forward in our search for a new pastor.   Please 

continue to pray for the committee and our congregation during this 

time of transition! 
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Congratulations to Jackie Leach, Student of 
the Month for February at Goetz Middle 

School! 

Please pray for: 

 The family and friends of our former member Jim Ryan, who passed away on 
February 19th. 

 Laura Tunis as she recovers from a second knee replacement surgery 

 Cornerstone during this time of transition 

 

Continued prayers for: 

 Tina Kas’s mother who is being treated for breast cancer 

 John Lukacs in Brookside Assisted Living Facility in Freehold 

 Bev Kaiser recovering at home 

 Our troops around the world and their families 

Kayla Moyer and Julia Capurso went with 
their Junior Girl Scout troop to visit the Make 

a Wish Castle on February 12th.  They 
worked with their troop to provide a special 

care package for a child whose wish is to visit 
Disney World.   

 Friday, March 6, 2015 
7:00 PM 

(weather permitting) 
 

Forest Resource 
Education Center 

495 Don Connor Boulevard 
Come and explore the Pinelands on a nature 

walk while the full moon rises overhead. 
You’ll learn about native plants and wildlife 

while on an easy stroll on the trail. 

FULL 
MOON 
HIKE 
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Continued on next page 

ARTICLE FROM “THE SPIRIT OF SOUTH KNOLLS,” FEBRUARY/MARCH 2015 EDITION 
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Continued from previous page 
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Cornerstone can now benefit from 
YOUR online Amazon purchases!  

From the website smile.amazon.com, 
you simply select Cornerstone as your 
nonprofit of choice, and then shop as 

usual on Amazon!  See Elizabeth 
Hughes with any questions. 

In case of Bad Weather…. 
 

In the event that we have inclement weather, 
an email will be sent on Sunday morning if we 

have to cancel worship - we ask that those with 
email check for messages before leaving for 
worship. Phone calls will be made to those 

without email.  If you would like to receive a 
phone call in addition to the email, please 
let Elizabeth know and we will add you to the 

call list.  Thank you! 

Daylight Savings begins on Sunday, March 

8th! Turns your clocks ahead one hour! 

PCTR Women’s Retreat 

The Presbyterian Church of Toms River 

(PCTR) is planning a "women's weekend" 

at their church on May 1-2, 2015.   The 

weekend dinner and a session on Friday 

night, all meals on Saturday with several 

sessions, a worship service at 5 PM and 

concluding session on Saturday 

evening.  Several of our Cornerstone 

women have attended these retreats and 

had a wonderful experience. More 

information will be available soon! 

EASTER FLOWERS 

 

 

 

 

We will be offering Easter flowers to 

purchase as a fundraiser for our church, and 

to help decorate our worship space for 

Easter! Flowers must be prepaid and will be 

delivered to church on Easter—forms will be 

available by March 8th and orders due by 

March 22nd.  

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR 

WORSHIP AND SOUND CREW 

If you are interested in being a part of 
worship by occasionally reading a prayer 
or scripture passage, we would welcome 

your participation!  Please talk to Bob 
Wegner or Elizabeth Hughes.  Also, Sound 
crew volunteers are needed to help with 

set up and breakdown of the sound 
equipment on a rotating basis.  Training is 

available and no experience is necessary!  If 
you can help, please talk to Bob Wegner or 

Todd Moyer.  Thank you!    
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Upcoming Services & Guest Pastors 

March 1 and 8—Reverend John Milne 

Reverend Milne is pastor emeritus of the United Presbyterian Church in Yardville, NJ. He has 

been a member of the Presbytery of Monmouth since 2000. He currently lives in Plainsboro NJ, 

where his wife Anita is pastor of the Presbyterian Church of Plainsboro.  

March 15—Anthony Maimone 

Anthony is a former Cornerstone intern!  In addition to his studies at New Brunswick 

Seminary (where he will graduate this May), Anthony holds a full time position since 

2009 at International Schools Services as their Chief Compliance Officer.  He and his 

family are active members at the First Presbyterian Church of Manasquan. 

 

March 22—Liz Heinzel-Nelson 

Liz is the wife of Reverend Stephen Heinzel-Nelson, the pastor at the Allentown 

Presbyterian Church.  She is very active in Villages in Partnership (VIP) and has 

made several mission trips to Malawi, Africa.  We have been blessed to have Liz as 

our guest several times in the past, and look forward to welcoming her again! 

March 29 (Palm Sunday)—Reverend Cindy Bowman 

Reverend Bowman is a Princeton Seminary graduate and has spent 30 years in 

pastoral ministry. She has served congregations in Pittsburgh, PA, Drexel Hill, PA 

and Freehold, NJ.  She is a Certified Interim Ministry and is currently taking a unit in 

CPE (Clinical Pastoral Education) toward chaplain certification.  Cindy has a 

daughter, Rebecca, who will be graduating from Elizabethtown College in May and 

will be serving in Cuba for the summer before going to graduate school for Social 

Work.   

 

April 2nd (Maundy Thursday) and April 3rd (Good Friday) 

We are invited to attend the Maundy Thursday service at 

7:00 PM at Jackson United Methodist Church (JUMC), 68 

Bennetts Mills Road.  We will be meeting with Reverend 

Joe Tiedemann this month to discuss the details of the 

service.  All are encouraged to attend!  We are also invited to visit the Stations of 

the Cross at JUMC during the day on Good Friday.  More details for both will be available soon. 

 

April 5th (Easter)—Reverend Victoria Pruner 

Reverend Victoria Pruner has served the past 27 years as the Associate Pastor of The 

Presbyterian Church of Toms River. Her responsibilities were varied, including administration and 

children’s ministry. She attended Cedar Crest College and Princeton Theological Seminary. 

Victoria, better known as “Tory,” is also known as Bailey Pruner’s mom!  Bailey preached for us at 

Cornerstone 4 years ago when she was a seminary student. Tory and her husband Jim have three 

daughters and live in Toms River.  We have been blessed to have her preach for us twice in 

February, and are so excited to have her back as our guest for Easter worship! 
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Guest pastor, The Reverend 
Tory Pruner, on 2/22 

Reverend Cynthia Bowman, 
our guest on 2/8 

Reverend Bowman handed out clay 
for us to play with and be creative 

during her sermon, as a reminder that 
God is the potter and we are the clay! 
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Cornerstone Children’s Ministry & The DeBows Wesley Club  
2

nd
 and 4

th
 Thursdays, 6-7:30 PM 

Meets at DeBows United Methodist Church ,  
509 Monmouth Road, Jackson, NJ 

 

This group meets on the Second and Fourth Thursday of the month, from 6:00 to 7:30 pm., 
unless otherwise noted. It is for children in Kindergarten through Sixth Grade, and is led by 
Pastor Betty and rotating teachers from Cornerstone.  Each month there will be a Missions 
theme with an associated craft or trip. A fun evening of Christian fellowship through bible 
lessons, crafts, holiday plays, games, snacks, and field trips. The theme for this winter/
spring is Teachings of Jesus.   
 
 

Winter/Spring Schedule: 
 

Thu.  Mar 12   The Resurrection Matthew 26:57-27:66, Luke 24, DeBows to lead  

(Make Easter cards as the Mission Project)  

Thu. Mar 26    Trip to Care One. Easter cards & singing.  

Thu. Apr 9        Trip to Jackson Animal Shelter 

Thu. Apr 23 “The Widow’s Offering” Mark 12:41-44, Lisa Capurso to lead  

Thu. May 14     “Zacchaeus” Luke 19:1-10, DeBows to lead  

Fri.-Sat. May 29-30   Sleepover at DeBows,  7 PM – 8:30 AM 

Thu. June 11    Pool Party at the Moyer’s 

Sat. June 13   Trip to Popcorn Park Zoo  

 
February 12th Meeting 
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 Cornerstone Youth Ministry  

Open to all incoming middle school and high school 
youth. Cornerstone Presbyterian Youth Group 
Meets weekly on Sundays from 11:00-12:00 
directly following the service.  Talk to our Youth 
Director, Wendy Barone, for more information on 
Youth Group!  

 

Note: There will be no Youth Group Meeting on Sunday, March 8th. 

 

We are planning some exciting events!  Soon to come: 

 

     Volunteering at a local soup kitchen 

     Participating in the Malawi "VIP Water Walk" on May 8th 

     A trip to the Camden Aquarium 

    Joint youth group activities with DeBows and other youth groups!  More    
information will be sent via email. 

 

If you would like to be included on the YOUTH GROUP EMAIL LIST,  please 
contact wendy barone (wendybarone@yahoo.com) 

mailto:wendybarone@yahoo.com
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The Elementary School class is studying “Route 66: A Trip 

Through the 66 Books of the Bible.” This curriculum is designed to 

take children on a life-changing journey through each of the 66 

books of the Bible, introducing them to more of the wonders of 

the Word and the adventures that can be found in a deeper 

relationship with Jesus Christ.  Each week, Route 66 will introduce children to a different 

book or group of books in the Bible.  They'll learn about the author, the time frame, the 

key people and the book's purpose, while creating a souvenir scrapbook that will serve 

as a way to remember all of the different stops and to celebrate the journey. 

The Middle School and High School Youth are studying a survey of the 

Bible, beginning a New Testament study this month called “Miracles of 

Jesus,” which includes stories of the miracles of nature, healing, and 

resurrection.  

Teachers: 

Nursery: Sueli Paes de Barros 

Elementary: Kellie Pushko & rotating teachers  

Middle & High School: Elizabeth Hughes, Kristen DiGirolamo, Dominique Robert 

Annual Easter Egg Hunt 

The egg hunt will take place after 

worship on Sunday, March 29th

(Palm Sunday). 

Fish banks will be distributed this 

month for the children to collect 

change for the One Great Hour of 

Sharing offering.  Please return 

the fish banks on March 29th 

(Palm Sunday) or April 5th 

(Easter). 
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The Cornerstone Choir rehearses on Thursday evenings at DeBows 

United Methodist Church (509 Monmouth Road, Jackson) from 7-8 PM 

and before worship on Sundays at 9:00 AM.  

Choir rehearsals begin with a bible verse and prayer, warm ups of the voice, and 

then the rehearsing of anthems.  Rehearsals are low key and fun! We are always 

looking for new members and hope that you will prayerfully consider joining this 

awesome group of singers. Singing is another way that we can pray. If you are 

interested in joining us consider stopping by one Thursday evening or contact 

Susan (srplus3@comcast.net). 
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Please Pray and Correspond with our Two Adopted Missionaries!  If you are computer 
savvy, you may subscribe to their blogs and/or read letters at the PC(USA) website.  
 
Kay Day – Missionary Worker in Malawi  
Email: kay.day@pcusa.org  
Blog/Website: http://kaydaysdiary.blogspot.com/  
PCUSA Website for Kay: http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/day-mary-
catherine/  
Birthday: August 9  
 
Dennis and Maribel Smith—Missionary Workers in Argentina  
Emails: dennis.smith@pcusa.org, maribel.smith@pcusa.org  

Pcusa website: http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/smith-dennis-and-maribel/  
Office address: Sucre 2855, 3°, 1428, Buenos Aires, Argentina Office phone: +54 11 4787 
0436;  
Birthdays: Dennis - 11/1, Maribel - 6/22, Lucas - 9/22, Benji - 8/21  

VIP Water Walk: May 8, 2015 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

The Village Water Walk event is designed to raise awareness of the need for access to safe 

water and the struggle to survive that our friends in Malawi, Africa face every day, and to raise 

funds for Villages in Partnership’s efforts to provide life-changing, sustainable development 

projects that help alleviate those burdens.  See the next page of this newsletter to read a note 

from Liz Heinzel-Nelson about their mission trip to Malawi in February. 

Cornerstone will once again be forming a team to walk in this event This year the walk has a 

new format – we will meet at 6:30 PM for a spaghetti dinner at Allentown Presbyterian 

Church, and then take shifts walking throughout the evening, with the event ending at 

midnight with a time of devotion.  We are hoping to form a team of 10 people to walk and 

each raise $200.  Sponsor sheets will be available soon.  Whether you can walk, or sponsor a 

walker, thank you for your support of this mission project!  Please contact Denise Mudalel or 

Elizabeth Hughes for more information!  

 

mailto:kay.day@pcusa.org
http://kaydaysdiary.blogspot.com/
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/day-mary-catherine/
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/day-mary-catherine/
mailto:dennis.smith@pcusa.org
mailto:maribel.smith@pcusa.org
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/smith-dennis-and-maribel/
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Dear Elizabeth, 
Thanks for your prayers and concerns. Please pass on our gratitude to the congregation of Cornerstone for keeping us 
all in your thoughts and prayers. It really moves me when I know there are others praying for our brothers and sisters 
in Malawi. It encourages and inspires me. 
 
The rain and winds have been very destructive to the villages. Climate change is real and being experienced in power-
ful ways in sub-sahara Africa! The people in the villages who had so little to begin with, have lost so much with these 
constant rains and high winds. Roofs have blown off, sides of houses have collapsed under the constant beating of rain 
and high winds, trees have been torn apart crushing houses, crops are destroyed yielding nothing! The old people say 
there have never been winds associated with the rainy season. They have never experienced anything like this.  
 
As we drove into Sakata one afternoon to survey the damage done, a wind storm suddenly descended on us. We came 
upon this scene.  The family whose house had just been destroyed by high winds and rain stand under the shelter of 
their mother’s house and look on at their house destroyed. Fortunately no one was injured!  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
These pictures show crops seen in many villages, ruined from the floods, still standing in water. The yellowish leaves 
reveal lack of nutri-
ents which have all 
been washed away. 
There will be little 
or no yields from 
many of the crops 
this year. 
 
With contributions 
received for flood 
victims, VIP is 
putting into place 
Emergency Recovery Strategies: 

 $13 provides 2 families with a roll of plastic for recovery roofing to go under thatch grasses. 

 $40 provides one family with sweet potato vines, ground nut seeds or an alternative crop + fertilizer  

 $330 will provide one village with tree seedlings, watering cans and training to promote reforestation and prevent 
erosion. 

 $400 will provide15 families from one village with a treadle pump, seed and fertilizer to plant irrigation crops dur-
ing the dry season. 
 
These recommendations come from our partners on the ground. This gives you an idea of how funds will be utilized.  
We are grateful for your partnership! May God bless you and your congregation! 
With hope, 
Liz 

A note from Liz Heinzel-Nelson about their recent trip to Malawi.  Please consider joining our team for the VIP 

Water Walk on May 8th!  Information is on the previous page. 
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ADULT BIBLE STUDY—Monday Evenings 6:30-8:00 PM 

The Adult Study will continue to meet at the home of Bob and Laurie 
Wegner on Monday evenings from 6:30—8:00 PM.  The group is 
studying the book of Acts, and all adults are welcome to participate! 

Women’s Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

Resumes March 3rd! 
 

All Women Welcome! 

The Women’s Bible Study meets at the home of Elizabeth Hughes from 10:30 
AM—12:00 PM.  On March 3rd, the women are starting a new 10-week Beth 
Moore DVD study on John called Beloved Disciple.  Study guides are 
available for $18—talk to Elizabeth Hughes if you would like a copy. 

 

Description: Every disciple and early follower of Christ 
left a legacy for future believers. John's legacy was 
love. Perhaps like no other disciple, John understood 
that relationship is the point. Every command of Christ 
and call to obedience is to enhance relationship and 
place the recipient in a posture the Giver can bless. 
This study is about finding our way to the heart of 
Jesus and reclining so closely that our pulse begins to 
throb in tandem, loving what He loves and hating what 
He hates.  
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Our thanks to the Finance Committee for their hard work (co-chairs: Debbie LaCross and 

Denise Mudalel, and treasurer: Tina Kas).  
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Financial Report for February 

 
 Total Offerings* = $5588 
 (Weekly: 2/1=$1710, 2/8=$1909, 2/15=$355 (electronic offering only),  
   2/22=$1614)  
 Per Capita offering = $265 
 Foundation Fund = $0  
 Gifts from other churches = $0 
 Special Offerings =  $0 
 Miscellaneous income = $0 

 

A Simple and Convenient Way to Give 

Consider signing up for electronic giving. 
Cornerstone relies on the financial support 
of the congregation and electronic giving 
offers an easy way to give on a recurring 
basis.  It also provides a much needed 

consistency in the donations that our church receives.   It’s easy to sign 
up—automatic donations can be made using a credit card or directly from 
your checking account.  To set up a recurring giving schedule, visit our 
website to download our authorization form.  Our website also offers the 
opportunity to make a donation through PayPal.  Please speak to 
Elizabeth  Hughes for more information. 

Per Capita 

To provide support for Monmouth Presbytery, Northeast Synod and 

General Assembly, our church is asked to pay “dues” to the Presbytery 

each year that is equal to $35 per member.  Therefore, we are asking 

each member to give a special offering of $35 per year to help us cover 

this expense.  This is what we call the per capita.   It’s now time to start 

collecting for 2015—please place your per capita offering in the basket on 

Sunday (mark it as “per capita”) at your earliest convenience.  There are 

also “per capita” envelopes available at church. Thank you.  

http://cornerstonechurchofjackson.org/?page_id=234
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Cornerstone Yellow Pages 

Do you have a skill or talent that could be a resource for 

other church members?  Please contact Elizabeth Hughes 

if you would like to be listed. 

The Cornerstone Connection                                                                                                                                                    March 2015 

Meg Milligan 
732-928-8117 

 
www.clowningbymac.com 

Clowning by Macaroni Anne Cheeze 
Celebrating an event? Let Macaroni 

Anne Cheeze entertain with face/arm 
painting and balloon animals. 

 

Reflection & Inspiration: Specialty note 
cards for that special person or  

occasion.  Go Green!  Send a lovely 
note card that can be framed and  

enjoyed by all!  Total gift cost $4.00. 

Donna Rosato 
732-276-6805   

 
Notary Public 

 

Pampered Chef Consultant/Trainer 
http://www.pamperedchef.biz/

donnarosato 
 

Rebecca Schiemer 
732-286-4852 

 
I make homemade jewelry, homemade soaps, candles, and gift baskets for all occasions.  I can 
also offer my services in cake decorating, cookie bouquets, fruit basket arrangements, chocolate 
covered strawberries, pretzels, and other homemade candies and chocolates.  Please contact 
Rebecca at Memories Made Floral & Gifts or e-mail at sweetlady_16508@yahoo.com or by simply 
calling 732-286-4852. 

John Rosato 
732-806-7647 

 

Things Done for You, LLC 
Home Repairs and Property Maintenance 

Licensed and Insured  

 
List your business here! 

 
Do you have a skill or talent that could 

benefit our members? 
Talk to Elizabeth Hughes to put your ad 

HERE. 

Qywnn Gross 
qgross@hopecathedral.com 

 
Framed customized prayers, 16x20”, 

please contact Qywnn for more 
information! 
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