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A NOTE FROM OUR PASTOR 

“A New Season of Transition for Cornerstone" 
 

One of the reasons I love living in New Jersey is the opportunity to experience 
and enjoy all four seasons of weather, Summer, Fall, Winter, and Spring. Each 
season transitions to the next giving us time to anticipate and to prepare for 
the change. When it comes time for the season to change again, most of us 
are usually ready to welcome the next season. We are typically ready for 
Winter to end and embrace the season of Spring, especially when we see the 
earth bring forth new blooms and green grass. Summer comes to us and offers 
the opportunity for sunshine and beach days with lightning bugs and 
bbqs.  We see green and lush trees and fields and welcome the warmer temps 
with enthusiasm.  Now we watch the season of Summer turn into Fall, where 
the days become shorter and we take time to watch the leaves change color 
and we begin to wear layers of clothing to prepare for the cooler temps. Most 
parents welcome Fall as their children go back to school and the regular 
routine begins. Along comes winter and a blanket of white snow usually brings 
forth its own beauty and most of nature seems to take a rest.  
 

Each season can be celebrated.  Each season introduces its own celebrations 
and gatherings of people. Labor Day will bring a close to Summer and we can 
look forward to Fall Festivals, Jackson Day, and of course Thanksgiving. (Did I 
fail to mention football games?) Winter of course ushers in Christmas and the 
New Year. Easter is the huge Spring season celebration time and Summer 
begins with Memorial Day and continues with July 4th. All of these occasions 
give us reasons for family and friends to get together.  The church in its ebb 
and flow also has certain seasons.  We say goodbye to summer with Vacation 
Bible School being over and the break from Sunday School and Bible Studies 
comes to a close.  We say hello to Fall by resuming these meaningful times for 
learning.  Take a look at the activities being planned in this issue of our 
newsletter. It seems every week we have some form of celebration in worship, 
and plenty of reasons to get together for fellowship. 
 

At Cornerstone, we will also be undergoing a season of transition in our 
progress with refurbishing and renovation as well as embarking on 
construction to help usher in Harmony Road as our future home for worship. 
This is a season for us as a congregation that we have yet to explore.  We 
have become comfortable in traveling from meeting place to meeting place but 
transitioning from a nomadic worship and meeting style to having our own 
church building to call our own is something new.  My friends, physical 
transitions are only an outward sign of inward spiritual transitions.  I believe all 
congregations go through cycles and undergo transitions that prepare them 
not only for the season they are experiencing, but also providing for the next 
season of ministry and mission for Jesus Christ. These seasons and phases 
usually occur in increments of 3 to 7 years.  (continued on next page) 
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MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of Cornerstone 

are a part of God’s Grand 

Adventure to: ground our lives 

on the solid rock of  Jesus 

Christ, build up each other in 

love through prayer, words and 

deeds, and to create God’s 

community in Jackson and 

beyond. 

Cornerstone Community 

Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 15th of every month.  If you have something for the newsletter, please email 
to Elizabeth Hughes at: administrative@cornerstonechurchofjackson.org 

(continued from previous page) 

The last transitional season at Cornerstone began in 2011 with the 
departure of our beloved founding pastor, "Rev. Rob." The congregation 
experienced many changes since then where some things have been 
challenging. Since I have come on as your pastor, we have spent the last 3 
years working and praying our way through a time of exploration.  We are 
discerning an emerging season of the future Cornerstone in its ministry for 
Jesus Christ. And we find ourselves in this time with a building before us. 
We pray as we go forward with a building that we will build in number even 
as we continue to build in our faith.  The evidence of the courage we have 
to step out to do Jesus work is in the hard work and excitement found in 
the "building" on Harmony Road.  We are blessed with a tremendous staff 
of hard-working and dedicated individuals with strong faith and 
commitment to the reality that Jesus Christ is calling us to be a light in 
Jackson for "His Love." We have wonderful volunteer staff, as well as 
elders, deacons who shine in service to Christ.  We have a tremendous 
congregation of members who are generous and willing to serve and grow 
as well as worship.   
 

Together we are on a Great Adventure in Jackson to reach others in this 
next season and to continue to serve and minister to each other.  God has 
plans for Cornerstone during this next season of church life and I hope you 
are as excited about the future of Cornerstone as I am.  And I hope you will 
find a way to come alongside your brothers and sisters in Christ to 
embrace the exciting ministry and mission projects we are 
undertaking.  Watch for new opportunities for worship celebrations, 
education discoveries, fellowship connections, mission work, building and 
work days, and stewardship of resources to emerge in the months ahead. 
Be consistent in your attendance at worship and events so that you can be 
a participant in the next season of congregational life and 

mission. I hope to see you throughout the Fall as we get excited for what 
we will experience in the next season of our congregational life together! 
 

Blessings!  Pastor Courtney  

ELDERS ON OUR SESSION BOARD OF DEACONS 

2014 Dominique Robert  David Carlson 
 Bruce Thompson  Sueli Paes de Barros  
 Kellie Pushko 
 Todd Moyer  

2015 Lisa Capurso   Laurie Wegner  
 Wendy Barone   
 Gail Carlson    
 David LaCross 
2016 Tina Kas   Betty Thompson 
 Patti Miller   Donna Rosato  
 Sharron Smith (Clerk) 

Happy  
Anniversary 



3 

 

 

C
O

R
N

E
R

S
T

O
N

E
 C

O
M

M
U

N
IT

Y
 

The Cornerstone Connection                                                                                                                                                    September 2014 

Congratulations to Connor 
Wegner who graduated from 

Stockton State College this 
month! 

 

 

 

Please pray for: 

 Vikki leach’s family after the passing of her 21-year-old cousin Amanda in a race car accident 

 Laura Tunis who will be having another surgery on her knee this month 

 

Continued prayers for: 

 James Hughes’s mother Mary with advanced ovarian cancer receiving hospice care at home 

 Joan Mallison undergoing her last chemotherapy treatments 

 Tina Kas’s friends: Sharon Anderson being treated for rectal cancer and facing two surgeries, 
and Joey Weikel diagnosed with leukemia 

 John Lukacs in Brookside Assisted Living Facility in Freehold 

 Bev Kaiser receiving physical therapy at home 

 Our troops around the world and their families 

Best wishes to Faron Trick and 
Bethany Pratt who got married 

in Erie, PA on August 3rd!   
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Open House at Harmony Road! 

On Sunday, August 10th, a group headed over 

to Harmony Road to see our new building!  

The kids rang the church bell, and neighbors 

in nearby homes came to see what was 

happening.  It was a wonderful day!  We are 

so excited to begin this new phase of our 

journey at Cornerstone! 
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Work Day at Harmony Road 

10/26 

This is a very exciting 

time for Cornerstone 

as we look forward to 

the day that we will 

worship in our leased 

church building at 569 

Harmony Road. 
 

Throughout the many 

months of hard work securing the lease, 

several local churches have offered to 

help us with renovations.  We can finally 

begin!  Our first work day with the 

Presbyterian Church of Toms River will 

be on October 26th after worship!  

Volunteers are needed to help, and also 

to coordinate refreshments for the day.  

Please talk to Pastor Courtney or Bruce 

Thompson if you can help! 

Jackson Day 2014 

September 6, 2014 

We will have a table at Jackson Day 
where we share information about 

Cornerstone and raise funds through the 
sale of baked potatoes.  This is a 

wonderful opportunity for community 
outreach!  Thank you to Patti Miller and 

Denise Tullo for stepping forward to 
organize this event!  Please plan to stop 
by our table, and talk to Patti, Denise, or 
Pastor Courtney if you are able to help!  
Please talk to Pastor Courtney if you 

are able to make donations of gift 
cards (Shop Rite, Costco, or SAMS 

Club), bottled water, or cans of soda.  
Thanks to all who donated already!  We 
are looking forward to a fabulous day! 

Samaritan’s Purse/Operation 

Christmas Child 

This fall we will once again be 

participating in Operation 

Christmas Child where we 

pack shoeboxes as gifts 

for children in need around the world.  We 

are asking members of our congregation to 

take a box home to fill – see Elizabeth 

Hughes to get one or more boxes!  We 

would like each box to have: a new comb 

and hairbrush, toothbrush, toothpaste, a 

washcloth and at least one bar of soap as 

they items are truly needed. Other 

suggested items are: small toys (dolls, cars, 

yoyos, jump ropes, balls, harmonicas, 

kazoos, stuffed animals), hygiene products, 

school supplies (colored pencils, pens, small 

notebooks, crayons, markers, erasers), 

accessories (hair clips, flashlights, 

sunglasses, t-shirts, hats).  Please do not 

use any liquids or anything that could melt 

(like chocolate), anything glass or fragile, or 

any toys that are war-related.  If you prefer 

not to take a box to fill, please consider 

donating items for our Youth to fill 

shoeboxes, or make a monetary donation for 

us to shop and purchase items.  Thank you!  

Cornerstone can now benefit from YOUR 
online Amazon purchases!  From the 

website smile.amazon.com, you simply 
select Cornerstone as your nonprofit of 

choice, and then shop as usual on Amazon!  
See Pastor Courtney with any questions. 

Support Cornerstone! 
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September Services: 

September 7: Pastor Courtney preaches 

“Spicing Up Your Life,” Matthew 5:13-16. 

September 14: Blue Jean Sunday, 

Guest Pastor, Reverend Alice Batcher 

September 21: Acts Sermon Series, Part 

1: “Waiting on the Lord,” Acts 1. 

September 28: Acts Sermon Series, Part 

2: “Cut to the Heart of Devotion,” Acts 2. 

Communion will be served. A sermon series on the Book of Acts will 
begin on September 21st. From a group 
of scared disciples huddled in a locked 

room to bold messengers braving 
shipwrecks, imprisonment and 

persecution, the Book of Acts is a great 
testimony to the power of the gospel. 
Join us as we dig deep into the story of 
the early church, and discover how the 

Spirit is still stirring up our church today. 

August 17—Remembering 

our Baptism and reflecting 

on Rahab and her faith that 

caused her to trust God and 

to act out that trust. 

VBS Celebration on 8/24 



8 

 

 

The Cornerstone Connection                                                                                                                                                    September 2014 

Y
O

U
T

H
 M

IN
IS

T
R

Y
 

 

Fall Activities with Cornerstone Youth Ministry  

Open to all incoming middle school and high school youth. Talk to Wendy 
Barone or Pastor Courtney for more information on any of these activities:  

Monday, Sept 8: Games & Gospel 6-8 PM at the Hughes’s home  

Sunday, Sept 14: Point Pleasant, Jenkinson's Boardwalk (Family trip, all 
ages) - leaving directly from church  

Wednesday, Sept 17: Games & Gospel 6-8 PM 

Wednesday, Oct 1: Games & Gospel 6-8 PM 

Monday, Oct 6: Games & Gospel 6-8 PM 

Wednesday, Oct 15: Games & Gospel 6-8 PM 

Sunday, Oct 19: CROP WALK 1:30-3 at the Presbyterian Church of Toms River 

Wednesday, Oct 22: Games & Gospel 6-8 PM 

November activities will include: Shoebox packing for Operation Christmas Child, a trip to the 
Camden Aquarium, and more Games & Gospel!!! Dates to be announced soon. 

YOUTH Games & Gospel  
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Neighborhood food 
canvassing and drop-off at 

the Food Pantry 

Visits to Great Adventure 8/6 (above) and Hurricane Harbor 8/25 (below)  
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Cornerstone Children’s Ministry & The DeBows Wesley Club  
2

nd
 and 4

th
 Thursdays, 6-7:30 PM 

Meets at DeBows United Methodist Church ,  
509 Monmouth Road, Jackson, NJ 

 
Resumes September 11th! Resumes September 11th! Resumes September 11th!    

 
This group meets on the Second and Fourth Thursday of the month, from 6:00 to 7:30 pm., 
unless otherwise noted. It is for children in Kindergarten through Sixth Grade, and is led by 
Pastor Courtney and Pastor Betty.  Each month there will be a Missions theme with an 
associated craft or trip. A fun evening of Christian fellowship through bible lessons, crafts, 
holiday plays, games, snacks, and field trips.  
 

Upcoming Meetings: 
 

 Thursday, September 11 

 Thursday, September 25 

A full calendar of events will be available soon! 

Church Sunday School So what? Now what?  

Robert Raikes (1735-1811) is considered to be “Mr. Sunday School.” Raikes was a 
reformer who noticed that children of working-class parents were not getting an 
education. Many of them were joining their parents at work six days a week!  

In 1780, he set up a Sunday school in Gloucester, England where these children could 
learn to read and write with the Bible as their textbook. The Sunday school movement 
spread rapidly to the United States and all over the world. 

The world of our children is very different from the world of the 19th century.  What does 
our approach to children's ministries look like now?  

Cornerstone's Children's Ministry is designed to meet the needs of children with a wide 
mixture of activities and fun. It encourages intergenerational involvement to expose 
children to many different role models. It reaches outside the classroom to connect 
children and the church by technology and field trips. Our children are offered a secure 
classroom where questions are encouraged and answers are explored together.   

Although children and cultural realities have changed over time, some 
of their basic human needs have not. Children still need someone to 
care and someone to tell them the truth in a way that speaks to them. 
Jesus taught people like this. 

Our Children's Ministry and our Church Sunday school provides 
opportunities to help others. We hope that children who come to 
Cornerstone will hear and be part of the most beautiful story in the world and will want to 
pass it on. 

http://www.google.com/url?sa=i&rct=j&q=&esrc=s&frm=1&source=images&cd=&cad=rja&docid=Nvv4iMM0vrKy9M&tbnid=APfgBZhMFThshM:&ved=0CAUQjRw&url=http%3A%2F%2Fwww.mylovingkids.com%2Fhello-world%2F&ei=qYsgUr2PEqSnigKn_oCABQ&bvm=bv.51495398,d.cGE&psig=AFQjCNGsHBN
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CORNERSTONE VBSCORNERSTONE VBSCORNERSTONE VBS   

August 18August 18August 18---22, 201422, 201422, 2014   

THANK YOU to all who helped to make Vacation Bible School 2014 

a HUGE success! We had a total of 46 kids who learned that Jesus’ 

love is one-of-a-kind!  THANK YOU to Allyson Moyer, Marlene Kiefer, 

Marye Barbagallo, Donna Rosato, Susan Rovira, Wendy Barone, Joan 

Mitchell, Brandon Capurso, Virginia Morningstern, Meg Milligan, 

Patti Miller, Colin & Sean DiGirolamo, Heidi Bonwell, Annabel 

Hughes, set-up helpers: Marissa Rosato, Michael DiGirolamo, Todd 

Moyer, and a special thank you to our Director of Christian Educa-

tion, Kristen DiGirolamo for all of her very hard work in organizing a 

fantastic week! 
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VBS 

Thursday August 24th 
Thank you Moyer Family! 

Summer Sunday 

School (Children’s 

Church) will 

continue throughout 

September (during 

worship) for all 

children entering 

4th grade and 

younger.   

October 5, 2013 

Sunday School for kids during 10 AM worship 
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We are so grateful to the “Sparrows Singing” praise choir who has 

blessed us with music throughout the summer!  This group will sing in 

worship on September 7th, and then rehearsals for the Cornerstone 

Choir will resume Thursday, September 11th.  The Choir rehearses on 

Thursday evenings at Debows United Methodist Church (509 Monmouth 

Road, Jackson) from 7-8 PM and before worship on Sundays at 9:00 AM.  

Choir rehearsals begin with a bible verse and prayer, warm ups of the voice, and 

then the rehearsing of anthems.  Rehearsals are low key and fun! We are always 

looking for new members and hope that you will prayerfully consider joining this 

awesome group of singers. Singing is another way that we can pray. If you are 

interested in joining us consider stopping by one Thursday evening or contact 

Susan (srplus3@comcast.net). 
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Cornerstone Missions Committee  

The Missions Committee plans monthly service 
projects for Cornerstone. If you are interested in 
being a part of this committee, speak to Committee 
Chair, Elder Wendy Barone.  

Please Pray and Correspond with our Two Adopted Missionaries!  If you are computer 
savvy, you may subscribe to their blogs and/or read letters at the PC(USA) website.  
 
Kay Day – Missionary Worker in Malawi  
Email: kay.day@pcusa.org  
Blog/Website: http://kaydaysdiary.blogspot.com/  
PCUSA Website for Kay: http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/day-mary-
catherine/  
Birthday: August 9  
 
Dennis and Maribel Smith—Missionary Workers in Argentina  

Emails: dennis.smith@pcusa.org, maribel.smith@pcusa.org  

Pcusa website: http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/smith-dennis-and-maribel/  
Office address: Sucre 2855, 3°, 1428, Buenos Aires, Argentina Office phone: +54 11 4787 
0436;  
Birthdays: Dennis - 11/1, Maribel - 6/22, Lucas - 9/22, Benji - 8/21  

Crop Hunger Walk—Sunday October 19th, 1:30-3 PM 

Support our Cornerstone Team! 

 

 

 

 

 

“We walk because they walk.”   Why?    Because people of  Catholic and Protestant 
churches are getting sponsors to provide water, seeds and help to grow food for 
the hungry.  This year, the invitation goes out for each to walk so that others may 
eat.  Can you walk or sponsor a walker?   The Ocean County walk is Sun, Oct. 19th, 
1:30 to 3:00 for three miles at the Toms River Presbyterian Church.   Jesus said, “In 
as much as you have helped the least of these, you have done it unto me.’  See 
Wendy Barone for more information on how YOU can help the Cornerstone Team! 
A registration form is available on the next page of this newsletter. 

mailto:kay.day@pcusa.org
http://kaydaysdiary.blogspot.com/
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/day-mary-catherine/
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/day-mary-catherine/
mailto:dennis.smith@pcusa.org
mailto:maribel.smith@pcusa.org
http://gamc.pcusa.org/ministries/missionconnections/smith-dennis-and-maribel/
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THANK YOU to all who participated in the Jackson street cleanup on Saturday, August 16th!  

Not only did we help our community  by picking up trash and recycling along the roadside, but 

we earned a free table at Jackson Day!  Thank you to: Bruce & Betty Thompson, Wendy Barone, 

Ashley Moyer, Dominique Robert, Bobbi Prato, Ian & Marissa & Donna Rosato, Patti Miller (and 

it was her birthday!) and Nicholas & Annabel & Elizabeth Hughes.  
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ADULT BOOK STUDY—Resuming on Monday, September 22nd 

The Adult Book Study will resume on September 22nd, meeting on  

Mondays and continuing their study of the book Twelve Ordinary 

Men: How the Master Shaped His Disciples for Greatness, and What 

He Wants to Do with You,” by John MacArthur.   

This group meets at 6:30 PM at the home of Bob & Laurie Wegner. All 

adults are encouraged and welcome!  Description: Contrary to popular 

belief, we do not have to be perfect to do God's work. Look no further 

than the twelve disciples whose many weaknesses are forever preserved throughout 

the pages of the New Testament. Jesus chose ordinary men - fisherman, tax collectors, 

political zealots - and turned their weakness into strength, producing greatness from 

utter uselessness. MacArthur draws principles from Christ's careful, hands-on training of 

the original twelve disciples for today's modern disciple - you. 

Women’s Tuesday Morning Bible Study 

Resuming September 23rd!  All Women Welcome! 

The Women’s Bible Study is led by Pastor Courtney at the home of 

Elizabeth Hughes from 10:30 AM—12:15 PM.  The women are starting 
a DVD study on September 23rd called The Patriarchs: 
Encountering the God of Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob, by Beth 
Moore, a 10-week women's Bible study of Genesis 12-50. Discover 
God's pursuit of a relationship with man, and marvel as His plan to 
bless all people unfolds. Full of twists and turns, ruin and 
redemption, revelation and mystery this Bible study keeps 
participants captivated by the God who stars in it! Explore concepts 
such as blessing, covenant, and promise, and the bearing each has 
on a New Testament believer's life today. Group members will also 
study the Hebrew names of God introduced on the early pages of 
Scripture.  

Adult Bible Study picnic on 8/23 



18 

 

The Cornerstone Connection                                                                                                                                                   September 2014 

 

Our thanks to the Finance Committee for their hard work (Dominique Robert, Tina Kas, Okoro 

Okparaeke, and Denise Mudalel).  

F
IN

A
N

C
IA

L
 U

P
D

A
T

E
S

 

Per Capita for 2014 is $35.20 per member for Monmouth Presbytery  

To provide support for Monmouth Presbytery, Northeast Synod and General Assembly, our 
church is asked to pay “dues” to the Presbytery each year that is equal to $35.20 per 
member.  Therefore, we are asking each member to give a special offering of $35.20 per year 
to help us cover this expense.  This is what we call the per-capita.   Please pray about 
supporting the Per Capita contribution this year.  Some members cannot afford to give their 
portion, so consider donating more to help cover others who cannot afford to do so.  Designate 
in an envelope or on a check that the money should go towards Per Capita.  Thank you, in 
advance, for your contribution. 

 

Financial Report for August 

 
 Total Offerings* = $5786 
 (Weekly: 8/3=$1261, 8/10=$1309, 8/17=$1325, 8/24=$1058, 8/31=$833)  
 Per Capita offering = $35.20 
 Foundation Fund = $50 (shop rite) 
 Gifts from other churches = $0 
 Special Offerings =  $20 (pastor’s discretionary fund) 
 Miscellaneous income = $553 (VBS) 
 
* Our 2014 budget includes $2105 per week in offerings.  Please prayerfully consider your offering each 
week. 

Electronic Giving 

A Simple and Convenient Way to Give 

As we enter the fall of 2014 and the season of Stewardship, 

consider signing up for electronic giving. Cornerstone relies 

on the financial support of the congregation and electronic 

giving offers an easy way to give on a recurring basis.  It 

also provides a much needed consistency in the donations 

that our church receives.   It’s easy to sign up—automatic 

donations can be made using a credit card or directly from 

your checking account.  For more information, talk to 

Elizabeth Hughes or Dominique Robert.  Forms and more 

information are also available on our website! 
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Cornerstone Yellow Pages 

Do you have a skill or talent that could be a resource 

for other church members?  Please contact Elizabeth 

Hughes if you would like to be listed. 
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Meg Milligan 
732-928-8117 

 
www.clowningbymac.com 

Clowning by Macaroni Anne Cheeze 
Celebrating an event? Let Macaroni 

Anne Cheeze entertain with face/arm 
painting and balloon animals. 

 

Reflection & Inspiration: Specialty note 
cards for that special person or  

occasion.  Go Green!  Send a lovely 
note card that can be framed and  

enjoyed by all!  Total gift cost $4.00. 

Donna Rosato 
732-276-6805   

 
Notary Public 

 

Pampered Chef Consultant/Trainer 
http://www.pamperedchef.biz/

donnarosato 
 

Rebecca Schiemer 
732-286-4852 

 
I make homemade jewelry, homemade soaps, candles, and gift baskets for all occasions.  I can 
also offer my services in cake decorating, cookie bouquets, fruit basket arrangements, chocolate 
covered strawberries, pretzels, and other homemade candies and chocolates.  Please contact 
Rebecca at Memories Made Floral & Gifts or e-mail at sweetlady_16508@yahoo.com or by 
simply calling 732-286-4852. 

John Rosato 
732-806-7647 

 

Things Done for You, LLC 
Home Repairs and Property Maintenance 

Licensed and Insured  

 
List your business here! 

 
Do you have a skill or talent that could 

benefit our members? 
Talk to Elizabeth Hughes to put your ad 

HERE. 

Qywnn Gross 
qgross@hopecathedral.com 

 
Framed customized prayers, 16x20”, 

please contact Qywnn for more 
information! 
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