Cornerstone Presbyterian Church

Cornerstone Connection
February 2012
Building Community on the Solid Rock of Jesus Christ
www.cornerstonechurchofjackson.org

Message from our Pastor

Pastor:
Courtney Cromie, 732-928-2424
Music Minister:
Christine Tegeder, 732-232-9238
Administrative Manager:
Jim Ryan, 732-833-8514
Administrative Secretary:
Elizabeth Hughes, 732-833-6857
Treasurer:
Gordon Connelly, 732-833-4264
Director of Christian Education:
Kristen DiGirolamo, 732-657-7808
Nursery Care:
Patti Miller, 732-928-3212
Margaret Rose Barschow
TABLE OF CONTENTS
Cornerstone Community
2
Announcements
3
Worship
4
Photo Gallery
5
Session Update
6
Hospitality
7
Children’s & Youth Ministries
8
Sunday School
9
Music
10
Mission
11-12
Adult Fellowship
13
Financial Updates
14
For Kids
15
Get Connected
16
Calendar
17

Lent is the forty days that lead to Easter. It is a time set aside by
Christians as a season of prayer, reflection, and spiritual renewal. On
Ash Wednesday, February 22, we will join together with Jackson United
Methodist to enter into the season of Lent in prayer and worship. At the
service we will share the mark of the cross from ashes reminding us
that at one point God breathed life into us and at one point our human
existence on earth will come to a close. Lent is an important time to
reflect on what we do with the gift of our life. Lent can be a spiritual
journey that would span forty days, from Ash Wednesday until Holy
Saturday before Resurrection Sunday. Sundays are left out of the
number in order to always celebrate Jesus Christ’s love and sacrifice
for us on Sunday.
Observing the Lenten season is not new. In the early days of the
Church, Lent was a time of preparation for new converts as they
readied their hearts to enter into Christian Baptism on Easter Sunday.
Since these new members were to be received into a living community
of Faith, the entire community was called to preparation. Also, this was
the time when those who had been separated from the Church
because of explicit sin would prepare to rejoin the community of Faith.
In present time, the season of Lent is a time of prayer, fasting, selfexamination, and penitence for all Christians as we prepare to
celebrate Easter. Through this forty-day journey, we are reminded that
we need the Lord and that we need God’s forgiveness. We need God’s
forgiveness and grace in Christ or else we fall short. This season gives
us time to renew appreciation for God’s grace and to re-commit our
lives in order to be transformed so that our lives reflect God’s love. We
are called to renew our commitments and our faith as we continually
acknowledge our need of God’s transforming presence with us.
Invitation to Observe a Lenten Discipline
Every year at Easter we celebrate with joy the risen Lord and our
forgiveness in Christ’s life, death, and resurrection. The season of Lent
is a time to prepare for this celebration and to make room in our lives
for the Spirit of God to renew us in this mystery. I invite you, to join
me, in observing a Lenten Discipline as we seek to be closer to Christ.
(continued)

1

Worshiping at McAuliffe Middle School
35 S. Hope Chapel Road, Jackson
Mailing address: P.O. Box 140, Jackson, NJ 08527

Cornerstone Community
(continued from previous page)

Donna Rosato, 2/6
Sydney Slusak, 2/6
Melissa Floyd, 2/11
Lisa Mann, 2/12
Jaimee Bainbridge, 2/15
Beverly Kaiser, 2/16
Michael Pushko, 2/16
Sean DiGirolamo, 2/18
Suely Fries, 2/21
Frank Fowler, 2/23
Zoe Welch, 2/23
Alice Jones, 2/24
Robert Morrison, 2/27
Nevin Mann, 2/27
Peggy Miner, 2/28

As a Lenten Discipline, each person can go about it
differently. Some of us may use this season to look deeper into
purpose through self-examination and confession, others may use
this time to engage in more frequent and meaningful prayer or to
observe fasting (either giving up something or taking up something),
others may use this time to practice more works of love
demonstrating Christ’s grace to their family, community, and
hopefully the world, and still others may take time to read and reflect
more seriously into God’s Holy Word. I ask you to write down
whatever you seek to do as a promise. If you want an accountability
partner, you may share it with me in writing – either on paper or in
email – and I will check in with you throughout the 40 days to see
how you are doing. Or, if you prefer to keep it private you may do so
as well. I do ask that each of us, though, during this season, begin
each day with a prayer asking God in Christ to bless Cornerstone as
we seek to be faithful. Prayer is powerful and God can work
wonderful things in and around us when we seek out His
blessings. It is my hope that each us might enter Lent with a
renewed sense of intentionality about being disciples of Christ.
Through worship, study, and prayer it is my hope that we might have
the opportunity to pause, reflect, and become renewed in our walk
with Christ. This way we are better able to celebrate with joy our
Risen Lord at Easter!
In Christ,

Happy
Anniversary
Manny & Vernice DaConceicao, 2/19
Frank & Lisa Capurso, 2/29
MISSION STATEMENT
We the people of Cornerstone
are a part of God’s Grand
Adventure to: ground our lives
on the solid rock of Jesus
Christ, build up each other in
love through prayer, words and
deeds, and to create God’s
community in Jackson and
beyond.

Pastor Courtney

ELDERS ON OUR SESSION

BOARD OF DEACONS

2012 Sharron Smith
Jim Ryan
Barbara Dougherty
James Hughes
2013 Okoro Okparaeke
Denise Mudalel
Lisa Capurso
Ray Schleckser
2014 Dominique Robert
Bruce Thompson
Kellie Pushko
Todd Moyer

Laura Stone
Alice Jones

Betty Thompson
Laurie Wegner

David Carlson

Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 15th of every month. If you have something for the newsletter, please email
to Elizabeth Hughes at: administrative@cornerstonepcusa.com
The Cornerstone Connection
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ANNOUNCEMENTS

VALENTINE’S BAKE SALE

“Sweets for Your Sweet”
The Church Ladies will be having a bake
sale on Sunday February 12th before and
after worship. Please see Betty Thompson
or Joan Mallison for the sign-up sheet if you
can help bake.

JACKSON CLEANUP DAY
Jackson Clean Communities annual spring
cleanup will be on Earth Day, April 21. We have
the opportunity to have 2 teams pick up trash on
our assigned roads – it usually only takes about
an hour. We will need 8 people on each team.
We can have adults and children (age 10 and
older) participate. This is a wonderful opportunity
to support our community and earn $600 for our
church. If you can help coordinate this effort or
be on a team, please let Pastor Courtney know.

New Ministry For Rev Rob –
Congratulations!
January 30, 2011 was Rev.
Rob and Kathe’s last Sunday
at Cornerstone. In this year
of transition, Rev. Rob has
done much to continue to
support the purpose and
ministry of the church. Now
he has felt God calling him to
help a church in need of an Interim or
transitional pastor. In January 2012 he
began his new position
as the Interim Pastor for
the First Presbyterian
Church of Manasquan.
Please pray for Rev.
Rob and Kathe as they
begin to serve in a new
congregation.
The Cornerstone Connection
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There will be a new member class on
February 19th from 1-3 p.m. at the home of
Lisa Capurso for those who are interested in
making an official step by joining our church
family. Membership is for those who seek to
belong, to be encouraged by other believers in
Jesus Christ, and to find ways to develop your
gifts for ministry. Joining a church is the right
step for a person who has made the decision
to follow Jesus as Savior and Lord. Christians
are designed by God to need to belong to a
community of believers for encouragement and
growth in their life of faith. If you are interested
in joining, please contact Pastor Courtney or
Elder Lisa Capurso.

New Bible Study and Fellowship time
for adults and older teens with special
needs will be starting this February.
This group will meet twice a month on
Monday evenings. Bible study materials
that will be used are appropriate for varying
levels of cognitive disability. Please spread
the word to any one you know who may be
interested. (We also need volunteers to
help!) This study/fellowship is being hosted
by the Jackson United Methodist church. If
interested please contact: the Jackson
United Methodist church office at 732-8338808 or Meredith Markov at 732-367-0751.

Say Cheese!
Photo Directory
Updates
We are completing our 2012
photo directory for the church,
and plan to have it distributed this
month! If you have not yet had a chance to have
your individual or family photo taken, please take a
moment after worship to do so. Talk to Pastor
Courtney, John Pushko, or Elizabeth Hughes. Or
email a photo to Elizabeth at
administrative@cornerstonechurchofjackson.org.
February 2012

Upcoming Sermons:

ASH WEDNESDAY WORSHIP
AT JACKSON UNITED
METHODIST

2/5 “Change is Hard,” Ecclesiastes 3:1-15

WORSHIP

2/12 “All We Need is Love,” John 15:9-17
2/19 “Spiritual Giftedness,” 1 Corinthians 12: 1- 11
2/22 Ash Wednesday Joint Worship With JUMC
2/26 Guest Pastor Amaury Tanon-Santos

Guest Preacher for the First Sunday
in Lent, February 26, 2012
Cornerstone is pleased to welcome
Amaury Tanon-Santos as our guest
preacher on February 26, 2012 for
our first Sunday in Lent. He will be
joined by his wife, Ruth-Aimée
Belonni-Rosario to serve
communion. Ruth-Aimée BelonniRosario has served as a guest preacher at Cornerstone in
the past. We are so blessed to have them here to share
their gifts of ministry as we worship in the Lenten
season.
Amaury Tanon-Santos currently serves as Director of
Programs of the School of Christian Vocation and
Mission at Princeton Seminary. As such, he organizes
programs of Hispanic/Latino(a) leadership development,
Multicultural leadership and congregational
enhancement, discussions on faith and public life,
among others. Before coming work at Princeton
Seminary, Amaury pastored congregations in New York
and New Jersey. During his pastorate, and even in his
seminary years, Amaury was worked as youth leaders,
seeking to develop in the groups he led a sense of social
awareness and spirituality in daily life.

Elder Lisa Capurso doing the Time for Children on 1/15
The Cornerstone Connection
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February 22, 7:00 p.m.
Come out for a joint worship service
of prayer at Jackson United
Methodist Church for Ash
Wednesday, February 22 at 7 PM 68 Bennetts Mills Road Jackson, NJ
08527. Pastor Courtney and Pastor
Joe Tiedemann will lead the
service. There will be imposition of
ashes in the sign of a cross on the
foreheads of those who choose to do
so. This service will be an invitation
to observe Lent in 40 days of prayer
as we prepare for Easter.

A Prayer for Ash Wednesday
by J. Harader
Holy, holy, holy God We place ourselves in
your presence; we rest
in the promise of your
grace. Our minds and
our spirits are cluttered
with many thoughts and
feelings that threaten to
pull our attention away from you. Let us
unclench our fists and release these
things: We release all that we have
done today–whether for good or for
ill. We release all that we feel like we
should have done today, but did not
do. We release all that we need to do
tomorrow. We release our fear. We
release our anxiety. We release our
impatience. We release our pride. All of
the thoughts, all of the feelings that pull
us away from you, O God, we release.
[silence] Fill us now with the joy and the
peace of your deep, abiding
presence. We offer all of ourselves to
you, our One God, Creator, Redeemer,
Sustainer. In Christ, Amen
February 2012

PHOTO GALLERY

Rev. Joe Tiedemann and Rev. Courtney Cromie at
our joint worship service with Jackson United
Methodist Church 1/22
Rev. Wendy Bailey with her husband
Dwayne and Pastor Courtney at Rev.
Bailey’s Installation Service 1/26

Children’s Ministry Visits the Ronald
McDonald House in Long Branch 1/27

Happy Birthday to
John Bestenheider!
John turned 96 on
January 10th.

The Cornerstone Connection

5

February 2012

NOTES FROM JANUARY SESSION MEETING:

SESSION UPDATE

The meeting was opened with prayer and an announcement from Pastor Courtney about very
generous gifts received from Toms River Presbyterian Church and Allentown Presbyterian
Church. Pastor Cromie also announced that Reverend Dr. Robert Morrison will be the Interim
Pastor at the First Presbyterian Church of Manasquan.
The Finance Committee through Gordon Connelly submitted the finance report to include the
following items to note: The Joy Offering will be sent into GA, At the request of the treasurer,
the session voted to move 10,000 from gifts from area churches to the reserve, The finance
committee is researching investment options for the reserve funds
The 2012 Budget was presented to the session from the Finance Committee and after some
revisions and recommendations, including a “specialized giving report for mission giving,” the
session approved the budget for 2012.
The Stewardship Committee through Bruce Thompson reported an increase in pledges for
2012 and for stewardship giving as a whole from 2011.
Update for Congregation – The session reviewed a process for updating the congregation on
the financial situation at Cornerstone. A possible presentation will occur in worship on February
12.
Per Capita – The session discussed a process for how to become able to pay our per capita
which is currently $35 per member. Since Cornerstone is still a new congregation, the session
voted to pledge $1,200 as the 2012 per capita pledge.
Clerk Report – The clerk reported that e-votes were circulated through email for the November
and December 2011 Session Minutes. An e-vote also was approved to change the worship and
Sunday School schedule to begin January 15. A membership role review will be scheduled. And
a Congregational Meeting was approved for January 29 to approve the annual terms of call for
the pastor.
Meditation – Sharron guided the session in a meditation and time of devotion.
Worship Committee – A report was received from Bob Wegner to highlight worship committee
items such as changes in worship and Sunday School schedule, New co-chairs for the worship
committee will be Ray Schleckser and Todd Moyer, the joint worship service with Jackson
United Methodist for January 22nd at The Jackson Methodist Church.
Pastor Report - A welcome was extended to new elders: Kellie Pushko, Todd Moyer & Bruce
Thompson. And a thank you extended to Dominique Robert continuing another term. Pastor
Cromie reviewed the session study – “Living your Strengths” where session will take time to
review individual “Spiritual Gifts” and “Strengths.” More discussion will occur at the February
meeting. An Emergency Contact List was circulated through email and discussed where elders
will call members in case of inclement weather and a canceled worship. Pastor Courtney noted
study leave to attend Disciple-Making Conference Jan 12-20. Amaury Tanon Santos will be
guest preacher on February 26th.
“VIP Water Walk” Elder Denise Mudalel as graciously agreed to chair the event for
Cornerstone’s participation. The event will be held April 27 – 28, Friday night –Saturday
Building Committee – Elder Bruce Thompson has agreed to chair meetings to discuss future
building needs and space concerns.
Presbytery Meeting – January 26th - Elders were requested to represent Cornerstone in
attendance at the Presbytery Meeting and the Installation of Regional Presbyter, Wendy Bailey.
.

The Cornerstone Connection
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Learn More About Your Church -

HOSPITALITY

Hospitality

The Sunday hospitality is 100% self-funded. It funds itself from your dollar donations in the
plastic container on the table and your in-kind donations. It does not receive any money
from the church itself and is not funded from the budget. The weekly cost of the hospitality
is probably about $20 a week. Our weekly cash donations add up to about $8.00. That is
why we rely so much on your in-kind donations.
Hospitality has three major type of expenses; drinks (coffee, milk, juices, water), food
(cookies, sweets, fruits, sugar, etc.) and supplies (cups, napkins, tablecloths). You may
have noticed that Hospitality always indicates in the Sunday bulletin or in the “Helped
Wanted” flier, what is needed and how you can help.
Hospitality is currently limited to only 2 hot drinks; due to the limitations of the electrical
system at McAuliffe, we can only install one coffee or tea pot on one outlet. That is why we
only offer regular and decaf coffee—so tea lovers, we are sorry!
Our usual goodies are sugar based foods; we encourage parents to bring healthy foods
such as fruits and vegetables. You will also notice that there is a “sign up to bring goodies”
board at the hospitality table. Tell us what you would like to bring!
Hospitality arrives 1 hour before the service (around 9:00 am) and leaves about 45 minutes
after the service (around 11:45pm). To set up hospitality every Sunday, we need to move
all the school benches that are stacked against the wall where we set the hospitality table,
we need to pull the hospitality boxes and stacks from the shed and the side room and we
need to quickly start the coffee machines as they take about 20/25 minutes to be
ready. After the service, we reverse the process and wash and clean in the school kitchen.
As you can see, hospitality takes time and requires several people to take care of it.
Hospitality relies on the congregation. Besides your cash donations and your in-kind
donations, Hospitality is always looking for volunteers. Ideally, Hospitality would like to
have 2 teams: one that would set up and cover the first service and, the second team that
would take care of the second service and that would clean up and put everything back in
its place. If you want to get to know better the members of our congregation, join the
Hospitality team. You will have ample opportunities to greet and speak with our members.

The Cornerstone Connection
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CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH MINISTRY

Cornerstone Winter/Spring 2012 Confirmation Class Update:
Our Confirmation process is about to begin for high school youth in Cornerstone
Presbyterian. Confirmation is a time for youth to pray and discover what they believe about God
and Jesus as well as church membership. Confirmation youth will dedicate a season of time from
February through May to learn and study so that they might confirm the love that God has
expressed for each of us in Jesus Christ on Confirmation Sunday. The process includes an adult
mentor and a youth who agree to meet weekly to work on a journal and a lesson together. In
addition, Confirmation youth attend Confirmation classes, a weekend retreat, and they share their
statements of faith with session at a special session dinner, and then they are received officially into
membership on Confirmation Sunday. Please pray for our adult mentors as they seek to guide our
youth in the faith and please pray for our youth as they commit to this process. In addition, please
pray for the parents/guardians of our youth as they seek to support them in the process. And,
please pray for Pastor Courtney and Elder Lisa Capurso as they plan the courses and the
retreat. We are blessed to have active and vibrant youth at Cornerstone and this is a special
season in the lives of our youth and in the life of Cornerstone. God is good!
Confirmation Youth and Mentor Meeting Schedule for February:
February 5 - Week 1, “Getting Acquainted” – Mentor and Confirmand
February 12 - Week 2, “God” – Mentor and Confirmand
February 19 - Week 3, “Jesus” – Mentor and Confirmand
February 26 - Week 4, “Holy Spirit” – Mentor and Confirmand
*Save these dates:


Confirmation Classes with Pastor Courtney and Elder Lisa Capurso: Mar 18, April 1, and
April 15 - Noon to 1



Confirmation Weekend Retreat for Confirmation Youth and Mentors to Washington D.C.:
May 4- May 6th



Special Confirmation Dinner with Session, May 14 - 6 PM



Confirmation Sunday: May 27 received in worship on Pentecost at 10 AM

Cornerstone Children’s Ministry
& The DeBows Wesley Club
This group meets on the Second and Fourth
Thursdays of the month from 6:00 to 7:30 pm at
DeBows United Methodist Church. The group is
for children in Kindergarten to 6th grade. Each
month there will be a Missions’ theme with an
associated craft or trip. It is a fun evening of
Christian fellowship through Bible lessons, music,
crafts, games, and field trips. February meetings
will be on 2/9 and 2/23.

Cornerstone & DeBows
Youth Ministry
This group, led by Pastor Betty and Pastor
Courtney meets on Sunday nights from 6-7:30
pm at DeBows United Methodist Church unless
otherwise noted. The group is open to youth
Grades 6-8. A wonderful schedule of Bible
Discussion, opportunities for mission and
outreach, as well as FUN with other youth and
youth leaders. All are welcome! .

Talk to Pastor Courtney for information on the Children’s Ministry or Youth Group.

The Cornerstone Connection
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SUNDAY SCHOOL

Classes for Adults and
Children!
REMINDER OF NEW
SCHEDULE!
On January 15, 2012 we resumed our
practice of having Sunday School for
children during worship. Children in
8th grade and under may leave for
Sunday School after the Time for
Children. Middle School-aged kids will
stay in worship on Communion
Sundays.

Adult Classes
“Living Life as a Christian in the 21st
Century” is taught by Pastor Courtney and
others. In this individualistic society where
everyone seems out for themselves, how will we
be a community together? In this time in history
when everyone spends and no one is disciplined
to save, what will our future be like? When our
young people are denied opportunity for arts &
culture in schools as well as creativity and
innovation, will we progress? This course takes
a look at Scripture passages, literature, and
other sources to use as a discussion for how can
Cornerstone be faithful in our expression as
Christians in the 21st century. Hope to see you
there. If you would like to teach one Sunday, let
Pastor Courtney know!

Adult Sunday School taught by Pastor
Courtney will be taught at 9:00 a.m. with
childcare available, and the Financial
Peace University class will continue at
8:00 a.m.

Sunday School for Kids!
Young Elementary (K-2nd grade)
Teachers: Allyson Moyer, Kellie Pushko

Older Elementary (3rd-5th grade)
Teacher: Patti Miller
The elementary children are learning from the
We Believe series called “God’s People
Together.” They are learning about key
relationships in the Old Testament, including
Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Ruth and
Naomi, David and Goliath, and more!

Financial Peace University course is taught by
Dominique Robert at 8:00am. This is a money
management course that empowers and teaches
you how to make money decisions to achieve
your financial goals and God’s plan for your life.
The course includes practical lessons on
eliminating debt, building wealth, giving like
never before, and much more. There is still time
to enroll—and your first class is free. Talk to
Dominique for more info.

Middle School
Teachers: Elizabeth Hughes,
Kristen DiGirolamo
The Middle School class is doing a Bible
Survey course, which involves an in-depth
study of the books of the Bible in the Old and
New Testament. This month we are starting a
series called “The Final Week” with detailed
lessons about Jesus’ last days before His
death and His resurrection.
The Cornerstone Connection

Nursery Care Available during
Adult Sunday School at 9:00
a.m. and during Worship
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MUSIC

Choir Rehearsals
Rehearsals will be weekly on Thursdays from
7:00—8:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary at DeBows
Methodist Church. If you are a high school

youth or adult who would like to participate in
the choir, please speak to our Music Minister,
Christine Tegeder. All are welcome—no
experience necessary! Also, if you play an
instrument and would like to play one Sunday,
please let Christine know!

We were blessed to hear the singing of Reverend
Dan Schafer and his wife Ruth Anne on January 15th

Children’s Music at DeBows
As part of the Children’s Ministry Program with
DeBows on Thursday nights, the children will be
learning songs about Jesus and will be singing in
worship. For more information, see page 8.

The Cornerstone Connection
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VIP Water Walk: April 27-28

MISSION

(Friday Night – Saturday)
Major fund raiser for the year-a relay walk
where teams have team members walk for a
total of 24 hrs. The dates for the walk are April
27-28 (Friday night - Saturday). The concept is
for as many teams as possible to walk 24 hours
and raise money for VIP.
Our hope is for Cornerstone to field at least one
team to raise a minimum of $2000. Most teams
have 10-12 individuals each walking 2 or 3
hours. If each team member raises $200 in
sponsorships the team as a whole can raise the
$2000. Please contact Denise Mudalel or
Pastor Courtney for more information.

A Mission Trip to Malawi End of July
2012, Beginning of August 2012
First Presbyterian Church of Allentown, NJ is
taking a group of folks on a mission trip to
Malawi two weeks this summer. One week is
at the end of July 2012 and the other is the first
week of August 2012. If anyone feels God
calling them to join this team, please see pastor
Courtney. There will be cost associated, but it
should be quite meaningful.

Children and Youth in
Mission
This summer, there are several exciting
opportunities for children and Youth to
attend a summer camp program
dedicated to teaching young people
about mission. Each of the following
camps involves a registration fee per
child—please let Pastor Courtney know
of your interest ASAP. Fundraising ideas
will be explored so that all who are
interested can attend.

 PASSPORT MISSIONS 2, June 24-29,
Washington, DC, An intense mission
experience for kids in 7th grade through
high school. Mission projects will range
from ministering to children and
organizing at a donation center to
painting, landscaping, and serving at a
soup kitchen.

 PASSPORT KIDS, July 15-18,

New Mission Committee
Contact Pastor Courtney if you are interested
in being a part of a Mission Committee to help
organize local and international mission
efforts. We are blessed in so many ways by
our Lord who is gracious. We are taught to
follow Christ as He reaches out to those in
need by sharing our resources, our time, our
energy, and our love. If you would like to help
Cornerstone be more engaged in Mission,
step forward today to help organize such
efforts.

The Cornerstone Connection
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Wingate, NC. An active faith-building
experience for 3rd-6th graders. Bible
studies, Devotions and Worship are
designed to help children discover
God’s love and practice being followers
of Jesus.

 HOME REPAIR MISSION CAMP, July
29-August 4, Brockton, MA, for high
school students (age 14+). This is a
work camp where kids will help make
home repairs for the elderly population.
Groups will lodge at a local school,
church, community center, or similar
facility.

February 2012

MISSION

One Great Hour of Sharing Offering Collected Palm Sunday (4/1) and
Easter (4/8)
Children's banks for collection given out 2/26
SHARINGRESOURCES.CHANGINGLIVES.

A Caring Heart and Listening Ear
Barry Carlin

“Rejoice with those who rejoice, weep with those who weep” (Romans 12:15).
Within hours of the January 2011 shooting of congresswoman Gabrielle Giffords and 18 others in
Tucson, Arizona, Presbyterian Disaster Assistance (PDA), a program supported by gifts to One Great
Hour of Sharing, was at work. National Response Coordinator John Robinson reached Rev. Sue
Westfall, presbytery pastor/stated clerk in the Presbytery de Cristo, to offer consolation and
resources. John and his colleagues provided counseling, consultation, and support—including
resources for a community worship service—and talked about the next steps in recovering from the
shooting.
When we see news reports of lives torn apart, each of us asks, “What can I do?” PDA offers us ways
to step forward and be part of solutions. We can volunteer, pack hygiene kits, and give of our time,
our talent, and our treasure. Most of all, we can show we care; we can walk alongside those most
impacted by the crisis at hand.
David Holyon, who spent the week following the shooting offering care to the pastors and larger
community of Tucson, shared this experience:
As pastor of First Presbyterian Church of Kirkwood, Missouri, I have known heartbreak and
horror. On February 7, 2008, a gunman killed five people at a city council meeting in the
community I serve, including the husband of our church’s director of lay ministries. The very next
day, a member of PDA’s National Response Team, sat in my office, offering me, the staff, the
congregation, and our community hope in the midst of our chaos. As I shared with him later, I
don’t remember much of what was said that difficult weekend, but his presence was for me and
many others a visible witness to the love of God in Christ “in a blue shirt.”
Giving to OGHS enables us to “overcome evil with good” so that we can all share in the joy of
restoring lives. Please give generously.

The Cornerstone Connection
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ADULT FELLOWSHIP

Women’s
Bible Study

Did you know that recent services and
audio of sermons is available on our
website? Check out this and other new
features:
www.cornerstonechurchofjackson.org

Daniel: Lives of Integrity, Words of
Prophecy
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
You are welcome to join the Women’s
Bible Study on Tuesday mornings at the
home of Elizabeth Hughes and led by
Courtney Cromie. The women are
studying a curriculum by Beth Moore
about the prophet Daniel. Join us in a
faith-building study of prophecy and
learn how to live with integrity in
today's self-absorbed society. All
women are welcome! For more
information contact Pastor Courtney.

Men’s Bible
Study

Tuesdays, 7:00—8:30 p.m.
The Men’s Bible study meets at Bob
Wegner’s home, 413 Leesville Road, on
Tuesday evenings. All men are
welcome! They are studying the book
of Philippians. Please contact Bob
Wegner for more information.

Church Ladies
The Church Ladies meet on the third
Wednesday of every month at 1:00 p.m.
The women take turns hosting the
meeting at their homes. All women are
welcome to join them for a time of
fellowship, friendship, and service to our
church and the community. Talk to Betty
Thompson or Joan Mallison for more
information.

The Cornerstone Connection
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Outreach/Evangelism Committee
Pastor Courtney invites you to join her in
canvassing neighborhoods to invite folks to join
us for worship and to be in community of faith.
If you are willing to help, let Pastor Courtney
know. Cornerstone also needs a committee for
hospitality and evangelism. If you would like to
serve on this committee, also let Courtney
know.

February 2012

FINANCIAL UPDATES

Financial Report for January







Tithes/offerings = $25324
(Weekly: 1/1 = $1379, 1/8 = $1997, 1/15 = $5397, 1/22 = $4765, 1/29 = $11786
Per Capita offering = $245
Foundation Fund = $205
Gifts from other churches = $0
Special Offerings = $90
Miscellaneous income = $0

A Note on January Offerings
The offering totals for the last 3 weeks in January are amazing!
Several friends of Pastor Courtney made very generous donations
in support of our church. Praise God! These gifts will help us with
our financial challenges, but we are still in need of everyone’s
continued contributions to meet our 2012 budget. Please continue
to prayerfully consider your offering each week.

Our thanks to the Finance Committee for their hard work (Faron Trick, Gordon Connelly, Dominique Robert,
Okoro Okparaeke, and Denise Mudalel).
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FOR KIDS

Print and make your own valentines and

The Cornerstone Connection

gift tags!
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Cornerstone Yellow Pages
Do you have a skill or talent that could be a resource for other
church members? Please contact Elizabeth Hughes if you would
like to be listed.

Rev. Helen Granozio
732-963-7051
Holistic theology, spiritual counselor, natural-herbal therapies, also owner
of granite company , sales of countertops, vanities, bar tops, outside
BBQ's and more, serving Tri-State area.

Meg Milligan
732-928-8117
www.clowningbymac.com
Clowning by Macaroni Anne Cheeze
Celebrating an event? Let Macaroni Anne Cheeze entertain with face/arm
painting and balloon animals
Reflection & Inspiration: Specialty note cards for that special person or
occasion. Go Green! Send a lovely note card that can be framed and
enjoyed by all! Total gift cost $4.00.

Donna Rosato
Pampered Chef Consultant/Trainer
732-276-6805
http://www.pamperedchef.biz/donnarosato

John Rosato
732-276-6805
Minor household repairs/painting and minor handyman work
(weekends only).
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26

YOUTH GROUP
6-7:30 pm

New Member Class
1-3 pm
YOUTH GROUP
6-7:30 pm
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YOUTH GROUP
6-7:30 pm

27

20

Session Meeting
7:00 p.m.
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6
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Mon

Sun

Men’s Bible Study
7:00 pm

Women’s Bible Study
10:30 am

28

Men’s Bible Study
7:00 pm

Women’s Bible Study
10:30 am

21

Men’s Bible Study
7:00 pm

Women’s Bible Study
10:30 am

14

Men’s Bible Study
7:00 pm

Women’s Bible Study
10:30 am

7

Tue

29

Ash Wednesday
Worship at JUMC
7:00 p.m.
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Deacons Mtg 7:00

Church Ladies 1:00

15

8

Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.
Children’s Ministry
6:00-7:30 pm
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Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

16

Children’s Ministry
6:00-7:30 pm
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2

1
Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

Thu

Wed
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