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The start of a new year means new possibilities. The month of January 
introduces an opportunity for each of us to start down a different road 
or path and to venture into territories we have not yet journeyed into. 
Each of us can get caught up in the day to day of our school, work, or 
volunteer routines.  With the repetitive schedules, it can seem like 
never-ending cycles of repetition. But let us ponder that a new year can 
signify a dramatic break in that cycle of the same old, same old.  

As you prepare to leap into 2012, consider this interesting fact. A recent 
book about technology and modern culture indicated that homes back 
in colonial America contained fewer than 100 objects. We can imagine 
that the furniture, utensils, and accessories for daily life 200 years ago 
were most likely a lot simpler than in homes of 2012.  

The Rev. Dr. Randall K. Bush, Pastor at East Liberty in Pittsburgh, PA, 
recently challenged his congregation to engage in a mental exercise.  
He asked them to take out a sheet of paper and jot down the possible 
items that one could imagine were present in the colonial homes. He 
then asked them to look around their kitchens, family rooms, 
bathrooms, and bedrooms. He highlighted that many of the items 
around us would be unknown to folks living in colonial America. He also 
noted that a typical grocery store today sells more than 48,000 different 
items. 

Since there are often many items around us in the rooms in which we 
live.  A question that pastor Bush asks and I think we should ask 
ourselves as well is:  Do we need all of these items around us?  Pastor 
Bush says: If those objects could talk, they would likely reply, ñOf 
course, you do!ò Worried that some drastic house-cleaning is about to 
unfold, the frying pans, breadmakers, and toaster ovens would describe 
how they make your life better and your meals more convenient. The 
answering machines, cellphones, and computers would insist that they 
are necessary to stay connected in this electronic day and age. The  
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[ƻǳƛǎŜ WŜǊŜƳƛŎƘΣ мκм 
YǊƛǎǘŜƴ 5ƛDƛǊƻƭŀƳƻΣ мκс 
!Ƴƛǘȅ aŀƳƻƭŀΣ мκт 
¢ƛƳ ²ƻƻƭǾŜǊǘƻƴΣ мκмл 
WƻƘƴ .ŜǎǘŜƴƘŜƛŘŜǊΣ мκмл 
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.Ŝƴ [ŜŀŎƘΣ мκнс 
{ŀƳ IŜƪƭΣ мκну 
[ŜŀƘ IŜƪƭΣ мκну 

{ƘŀǾƻƴƴŜ hǎƛŀƪǿŀƴΣ мκол 
!ƴƴŀ aǳŘŀƭŜƭΣ мκом 
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Happy  
Anniversary  

MISSION STATEMENT 

We the people of Cornerstone 

are a part of Godôs Grand 

Adventure to: ground our lives 

on the solid rock of  Jesus 

Christ, build up each other in 

love through prayer, words and 

deeds, and to create Godôs 

community in Jackson and 

beyond. 

Cornerstone Community 

5ŜŀŘƭƛƴŜ ŦƻǊ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊ ǎǳōƳƛǎǎƛƻƴǎ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ мрǘƘ ƻŦ ŜǾŜǊȅ ƳƻƴǘƘΦ  LŦ ȅƻǳ ƘŀǾŜ ǎƻƳŜǘƘƛƴƎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘŜ ƴŜǿǎƭŜǧŜǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŜƳŀƛƭ 
ǘƻ 9ƭƛȊŀōŜǘƘ IǳƎƘŜǎ ŀǘΥ ŀŘƳƛƴƛǎǘǊŀǝǾŜϪŎƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜǇŎǳǎŀΦŎƻƳ 

(continued from previous page) 

racks of clothes, piles of shoes, stacks of books, albums, CDs and 
magazines would let you know that they bring you happiness and 
help keep you in style. 

And, he also says, ñIt is hard to argue with such persuasive 
household items. But before you invite them into the conversation, re-
imagine the colonial house.ò  And Dr. Bush encourages us to fill a 
good-sized box with items that you are reasonably sure you can live 
without. He says that just because we put the items in the box does 
not mean we have to give them away.  He says write January 2012 
on the box and then if you find that by next January ï in 2013 ï if you 
still havenôt used the items, then you can donate them and then re-fill 
it with new items next year to consider giving away. 

If we listen to Pastor Bush and try this exercise, we might allow 
ourselves to look at all that we have with fresh eyes and find ways to 
simplify our existence.  In the process, we might re-think and re-
evaluate what is really important to our daily lives. If we do say we 
are going to venture into 2012 as a new year and head down a new 
pathé.we need to engage in ñself-examinationò and ñtry new things.ò  
Otherwise 2012 will simply be another year and not a new year.  God 
could use this season to help us to ask necessary faith questions and 
to consider how we might share with others what items we have as 
our resources that have been entrusted to us.   Make this a new year 
and try to simplify and evaluate.  I plan to do so and remain in prayer 
for each of us to do so.  Blessings in Christ for a meaningful and 
blessed 2012. 

In Christ, 

Pastor Courtney 

ELDERS ON OUR SESSION BOARD OF DEACONS 

нлмн  {ƘŀǊǊƻƴ {ƳƛǘƘ   [ŀǳǊŀ {ǘƻƴŜ 
 WƛƳ wȅŀƴ   !ƭƛŎŜ WƻƴŜǎ 
 .ŀǊōŀǊŀ 5ƻǳƎƘŜǊǘȅ 
 WŀƳŜǎ IǳƎƘŜǎ 
нлмо  hƪƻǊƻ hƪǇŀǊŀŜƪŜ  .Ŝǧȅ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ 
 5ŜƴƛǎŜ aǳŘŀƭŜƭ  [ŀǳǊƛŜ ²ŜƎƴŜǊ 
 [ƛǎŀ /ŀǇǳǊǎƻ 
 wŀȅ {ŎƘƭŜŎƪǎŜǊ 
нлмп 5ƻƳƛƴƛǉǳŜ wƻōŜǊǘ  5ŀǾƛŘ /ŀǊƭǎƻƴ 
 .ǊǳŎŜ ¢ƘƻƳǇǎƻƴ   
 YŜƭƭƛŜ tǳǎƘƪƻ 
 ¢ƻŘŘ aƻȅŜǊ   
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άIƻǿ 5ƻ L Wƻƛƴ /ƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ  
tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ /ƘǳǊŎƘΚέ  

 
LŦ ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƳŀƪƛƴƎ ŀƴ ƻŶŎƛŀƭ ǎǘŜǇ ǘƻ 
ŎƻƴƴŜŎǘ ǘƻ /ƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ tǊŜǎōȅǘŜǊƛŀƴ ōȅ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎ ƻǳǊ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ŦŀƳƛƭȅ ŀǎ ŀ ƴŜǿ ƳŜƳōŜǊΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ǎŜŜ ǇŀǎǘƻǊ 
/ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅΦ  aŜƳōŜǊǎƘƛǇ ƛǎ ŦƻǊ ǘƘƻǎŜ ǿƘƻ ǎŜŜƪ ǘƻ 
ōŜƭƻƴƎΣ ǘƻ ōŜ ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜŘ ōȅ ƻǘƘŜǊ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ƛƴ 
WŜǎǳǎ /ƘǊƛǎǘΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƻ ŬƴŘ ǿŀȅǎ ǘƻ ŘŜǾŜƭƻǇ ȅƻǳǊ ƎƛƊǎ 
ŦƻǊ ƳƛƴƛǎǘǊȅΦ  WƻƛƴƛƴƎ ŀ ŎƘǳǊŎƘ ƛǎ ǘƘŜ ǊƛƎƘǘ ǎǘŜǇ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ǇŜǊǎƻƴ ǿƘƻ Ƙŀǎ ƳŀŘŜ ǘƘŜ ŘŜŎƛǎƛƻƴ ǘƻ Ŧƻƭƭƻǿ WŜǎǳǎ 
ŀǎ {ŀǾƛƻǊ ŀƴŘ [ƻǊŘΦ /ƘǊƛǎǝŀƴǎ ŀǊŜ ŘŜǎƛƎƴŜŘ ōȅ DƻŘ 
ǘƻ ƴŜŜŘ ǘƻ ōŜƭƻƴƎ ǘƻ ŀ ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅ ƻŦ ōŜƭƛŜǾŜǊǎ ŦƻǊ 
ŜƴŎƻǳǊŀƎŜƳŜƴǘ ŀƴŘ ƎǊƻǿǘƘ ƛƴ ǘƘŜƛǊ ƭƛŦŜ ƻŦ ŦŀƛǘƘΦ  LŦ 
ȅƻǳ ŀǊŜ ƛƴǘŜǊŜǎǘŜŘ ƛƴ ƧƻƛƴƛƴƎΣ ǇƭŜŀǎŜ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ tŀǎǘƻǊ 
/ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ ƻǊ 9ƭŘŜǊ [ƛǎŀ /ŀǇǳǊǎƻΦ 
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{ŀȅ /ƘŜŜǎŜΗ  

tƘƻǘƻ 5ƛǊŜŎǘƻǊȅ 

¦ǇŘŀǘŜǎ 

John Pushko has agreed to 

work with Elizabeth 

Hughes and Pastor 

Courtney to organize an 

updated 2012 Photo 

Directory of Cornerstone Presbyterian 

Membersô and Friends.  Pictures were taken by 

John Pushko on December 18 after worship 

and on Christmas Eve between services by 

Elizabeth Hughes and Pastor Courtney.  If you 

would like to submit a family photo or individual 

photo for the photo directory, you may email 

Elizabeth Hughes with the photo as an 

attachment to:  Or, you may give us a hard-

copy photo and we would be happy to scan the 

photo in to update our directory.  Possible 

dates in January will also be scheduled to 

ensure that as many members and friends of 

Cornerstone as possible can be included in the 

directory. Questions? Contact John Pushko, 

Elizabeth Hughes, or Courtney Cromie. It is our 

hope to have the new photo directory available 

by the end of January 2012.  

WORSHIP AND SUNDAY SCHOOL 

SCHEDULE UPDATE 

Based on the results of the recent 
congregational survey at the end of a three-
month trial period, The Christian Education 
and Worship Committees voted on 

December 18 to return Childrenôs Sunday 
School to coincide with the 10 a.m. worship 
service. Session has also added its stamp 
of approval. Adult Sunday School will still be 
offered from 9 AM ï 9:45 AM with childcare 
available.  These changes will begin 
January 15.  We are in need of additional 
Sunday School teachers to step up so that 
our existing Sunday School teachers can 
have the opportunity to occasionally attend 
worship for the entire service.  This will 
involve teaching on a rotating basis.  If you 
are interested in being one of the rotating 
teachers where lessons will be provided to 
you, please contact Kristen DiGirolamo or 

Pastor Courtney.    

Martin Luther King, Jr. Celebration 
for Jackson, NJ area Christian 

Churches 

/ƻƳŜ ƻƴ ƻǳǘ ƻƴ aƻƴŘŀȅΣ WŀƴǳŀǊȅ мсΣ нлмн ǘƻ 
Ƨƻƛƴ ƛƴ ŀ Řŀȅ ƻŦ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǘƻ ǘƘƻǎŜ ƛƴ 
ƴŜŜŘΦ  {ƛƴŎŜ ǘƘŜǊŜ ƛǎ ƴƻ ǇǳōƭƛŎ ǎŎƘƻƻƭ ǘƘŀǘ Řŀȅ 
ŀƴŘ ǎƛƴŎŜ Ƴŀƴȅ ƻǘƘŜǊǎ ƘŀǾŜ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƻũΣ ǘƘŜ 
ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇ ŀƴŘ ǎŜǊǾƛŎŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǿƛƭƭ ƻŎŎǳǊ ŘǳǊƛƴƎ ǘƘŜ 
Řŀȅ ŦƻǊ ƛƴŘƛǾƛŘǳŀƭǎ ŀƴŘ ŦŀƳƛƭƛŜǎ ǘƻ Ƨƻƛƴ ǘƻƎŜǘƘŜǊ 
ǘƻ ƳŀƪŜ ŀ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴŎŜ ƛƴ ǘƘŜ WŀŎƪǎƻƴ 
ŎƻƳƳǳƴƛǘȅΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǘƘŜƳŜ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ƛǎ ά{ŜǊǾƛŎŜέ ƛƴ 
5ǊΦ YƛƴƎΩǎ ƘƻƴƻǊΦ  ¢ƘŜ Řŀȅ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜƎƛƴ ŀǘ {ŀƛƴǘ 
aƻƴƛŎŀΩǎ wƻƳŀƴ /ŀǘƘƻƭƛŎ /ƘǳǊŎƘ ŀǘ млΥлл 
ŀƳΦ  9ǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ƛǎ ƛƴǾƛǘŜŘ ŀǘ ǘƘƛǎ ǝƳŜΣ ƛƴŎƭǳŘƛƴƎ 
ƻƭŘŜǊ ŎƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΣ ȅƻǳǘƘ ŀƴŘ ŀŘǳƭǘǎ ŦǊƻƳ ŀƭƭ ŀǊŜŀ 
ŎƘǳǊŎƘŜǎΦ  !ǘ млΣ ǘƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŀ ǎƘƻǊǘ мр-ƳƛƴǳǘŜ 
ǝƳŜ ƻŦ ƳŜŘƛŀǝƻƴΣ ǿƻǊǎƘƛǇΣ ŀƴŘ ǇǊŀȅŜǊΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ 
ŜǾŜǊȅƻƴŜ ǿƛƭƭ ōŜ ŘƛǾƛŘŜŘ ƛƴǘƻ ŀōƻǳǘ ŦƻǳǊ ŘƛũŜǊŜƴǘ 
ǿƻǊƪ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘ ƎǊƻǳǇǎΦ  ¢ƘŜ ǇǊƻƧŜŎǘǎ ǇƭŀƴƴŜŘ ŀǊŜ 
ōŜƛƴƎ ŎƻƻǊŘƛƴŀǘŜŘ ōȅ ŀǊŜŀ ŎƭŜǊƎȅΦ  ¢ƘŜƴ ŀǘ о 
ǇΦƳΦ  ŀƭƭ ǿƛƭƭ ǊŜǎŜƳōƭŜ ŀǘ {ǘΦ !ƭƻȅǎƛǳǎ ŦƻǊ ŀ 
ǎǳƳƳŀǊȅ ƻŦ ǘƘŜ Řŀȅ ŀƴŘ ƛǘǎ ƳŜŀƴƛƴƎΦ  ¢ƘŜǊŜ ǿƛƭƭ 
ōŜ ŀ tƭŀƴ . ŀǊǊŀƴƎŜŘ ƛŦ ǘƘŜ ǿŜŀǘƘŜǊ ƛǎ ƛƴŎƭŜƳŜƴǘΦ 
CƻǊ ƳƻǊŜ ƛƴŦƻǊƳŀǝƻƴΣ ŎƻƴǘŀŎǘ tŀǎǘƻǊ /ƻǳǊǘƴŜȅ ƻǊ 
wŜǾΦ wƻōΦ   
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Upcoming Sermons: 

1/1 ñWill This Be a New Year or Just Another?ò 

Romans 6:1-11 

1/8 Epiphany Sunday ñWhat on Earth is an 

Epiphany?ò Matthew 2:1-12 

1/15 Pastor Daniel Schafer will preach 

1/22 Joint Service with JUMC at 10:00 a.m. (see 

below), theme is ñGreedò  

1/29 ñRighteous Angerò 

¢ƘŜ /ƻǊƴŜǊǎǘƻƴŜ /ƻƴƴŜŎǝƻƴ                                                                                                                                                        WŀƴǳŀǊȅ нлмн 

Thank you for a Meaningful and 

Blessed Advent and Christmas 

Season!  

We are grateful for the members, guests, 

friends, supporters, staff, and leaders at 

Cornerstone Presbyterian.  Indeed, we 

cannot get through the holidays without 

the love and support of our Cornerstone 

family.  Thank you for reaching out to each 

other in prayer and in love.     

Thank you to the Choir, Musicians, and 

Christine Tegeder for the Advent and 

Christmas music. 

Thank you to the Sunday School teachers 

and staff, as well as Christian Education 

Director, Kristen DiGirolamo, for 

organizing the Christmas Alphabet Play 

for Worship on December 18th and the 

Nativity Play during Christmas Eve 

worship.  

Thank you to the Jackson Schools for 

allowing us to continue to worship in their 

multi-purpose room and for allowing us to 

keep our storage shed at McAuliffe 

School. 

Thank you to Elizabeth and James 

Hughes for all the special slide shows. 

Special Thanks to the people of St. 

Aloysius for allowing us to use their 

sanctuary. 

Pastor Courtney also extends her 

gratitude for all the goodies, gifts, 

housewarming surprises, the beautiful 

stoles she has received, and the 

wonderful cards and letters of support for 

pastoral ministry.  She feels so grateful 

and blessed to be called to serve in this 

time and place as the pastor for 

Cornerstone Presbyterian.   

JOINT WORSHIP SERVICE AT 

JACKSON UNITED METHODIST  

JANUARY 22, 10:00 a.m. 

On January 22nd we will combine with Jackson 
United Methodist for a joint worship service on 
Sunday, January 22 at 10:00 am.  The worship 
service theme is on the topic of ñGreed.ò  We will 
have joint music efforts, joint worship leadership 
from both The Reverend Courtney B. Cromie 
from Cornerstone and the Reverend Joe 
Tiedemann from Jackson United Methodist.  
There will be no Sunday School for any age 
group this Sunday and we hope each and every 
member and friend of Cornerstone will join in this 
wonderful opportunity for meaningful combined 
worship.  Jackson United Methodist is located at 
68 Bennetts Mills Road in Jackson. 

Welcome to Daniel Schafer on 1/15! 

We are pleased to welcome the 
Reverend Daniel Schafer to 
preach for us on January 15th 
when Pastor Courtney is away.  
Rev. Schafer is the pastor at  
Calvary Assembly of God in 
Hightstown, NJ. In addition, he 
is Chaplain to the police and 
fire departments, and the 

founder and president of Crisis Intervention 
International LLC.  He also served as Chaplain at 
Ground Zero in New York City for a year after 
September 11th.  We are so  blessed to have him 
as our guest! 
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Lƴǎǘŀƭƭŀǝƻƴ ƻŦ ƴŜǿ 9ƭŘŜǊǎ ŀƴŘ 5ŜŀŎƻƴǎ мнκму 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ aƛƴƛǎǘǊȅ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴƎ ŀǘ /ŀǊŜ hƴŜ 

!ŘǾŜƴǘ /ŜƭŜōǊŀǝƻƴ 

 
ŀƴŘ /ŀǊƻƭƛƴƎ

 мнκмм
 

/ƘƛƭŘǊŜƴΩǎ tƭŀȅ ά! /ƘǊƛǎǘƳŀǎ !ƭǇƘŀōŜǘέ мнκму 


