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March 7, 2012
Service on Fasting at JUMC, 7:00 p.m.

March 14, 2012
Service on Prayer and Healing at JUMC, 7:00 p.m.

March 21, 2012
Service on Mandela at JUMC, 7:00 p.m.

March 28, 2012
Service at JUMC, 7:00 p.m.—Come and walk the Labyrinth

April 1, 2012 Palm Sunday
Service at McAuliffe Middle School, 10:00 a.m.

April 5, 2012 Maundy Thursday
Tenebrae Service with Communion at JUMC, 7:00 p.m.

April 8, 2012 Easter Sunday
Service at McAuliffe Middle School, 10:00 a.m.
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Worshiping at McAuliffe Middle School
35 S. Hope Chapel Road, Jackson
Mailing address: P.O. Box 140, Jackson, NJ 08527

Cornerstone Community

Ben Miner, 3/10

ELDERS ON OUR SESSION

BOARD OF DEACONS

2012 Sharron Smith
Jim Ryan
Barbara Dougherty
James Hughes
2013 Okoro Okparaeke
Denise Mudalel
Lisa Capurso

Laura Stone
Alice Jones

2014 Dominique Robert
Bruce Thompson
Kellie Pushko
Todd Moyer

David Carlson

Betty Thompson
Laurie Wegner

Pam Predale, 3/11
Matt Hekl, 3/15
Emily Welch, 3/17
Jim Ryan, 3/19
Ashley DiGirolamo, 3/23
Heather DiGirolamo, 3/26

Pastor Courtney attended the
Disciple Making Church
Conference in January where she
saw Cornerstone friend and past
intern Chris Terry-Nelson! He is
pictured here with one of the
conference speakers, Graham
Standish.

Sue Woolverton, 3/29

Happy
Anniversary
Bubba & Sharron Smith, 3/6
MISSION STATEMENT
We the people of Cornerstone
are a part of God’s Grand
Adventure to: ground our lives
on the solid rock of Jesus
Christ, build up each other in
love through prayer, words and
deeds, and to create God’s
community in Jackson and
beyond.

Hobo Bread—Submitted by Donnette Hubert
1.5 cups raisins
2 tsp baking soda
1 cup boiling water
1 cup sugar
1 Tbsp margarine
1 egg

Combine and let cool
2 cups flour
pinch of salt
1/2 cup chopped nuts

Pour in loaf pan (fill half-way) - bake at 350° for 1 hour.

Deadline for newsletter submissions is the 15th of every month. If you have something for the newsletter, please email
to Elizabeth Hughes at: administrative@cornerstonepcusa.com
The Cornerstone Connection
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One Great Hour
of Sharing

ANNOUNCEMENTS

EASTER FLOWERS

Orders are being taken for Easter flowers in
church on March 4th and 11th. Flowers
must be prepaid and will be delivered to
church on Easter. Please see Betty
Thompson to order.

JACKSON CLEANUP DAY
Jackson Clean Communities annual spring
cleanup will be on Earth Day, April 21. We have
the opportunity to have 2 teams pick up trash on
our assigned roads – it usually only takes about
an hour. We will need 8 people on each team.
We can have adults and children (age 10 and
older) participate. This is a wonderful opportunity
to support our community and earn $600 for our
church. If you can help with this effort, please let
Allyson Moyer or Pastor Courtney know.

Bus Trip to see “Jonah” at the Sights
and Sounds Theater in Lancaster 4/21
We have been invited to participate in this activity
with the Jackson United Methodist Church. The
bus will leave JUMC at 2:30 p.m., approximate
return to Jackson is 11:30 p.m. Package includes
motor coach transportation, dinner at Plain and
Fancy inclusive, show ticket, trip leader and
driver’s gratuity. Price is $119 for adults, $87 (1318), $66 (under 12). Deadline is April 1. See

This year’s One Great
Hour of Sharing offering will be collected
on Sunday, April 1st;
Palm Sunday and
Sunday, April 8, Easter. One Great Hour
of Sharing is a special offering of the
Presbyterian Church USA. The money
donated to the One Great Hour of Sharing Program is distributed to three different areas for people in need: The Presbyterian Disaster Assistance, The Presbyterian Hunger Program and The Self Development of People. Your contributions make a huge difference in the lives
of others! Please donate as you are
able.

New Bible Study and Fellowship time
for adults and older teens with special
needs started last month. This group
meets twice a month on Monday evenings.
Bible study materials that will be used are
appropriate for varying levels of cognitive
disability. Please spread the word to any
one you know who may be interested. (We
also need volunteers to help!) This study/
fellowship is being hosted by the Jackson
United Methodist church. If interested
please contact: the Jackson United
Methodist church office at 732-833-8808 or
Meredith Markov at 732-367-0751.

Elizabeth Hughes for more information.

Spring Ahead—March 11
Don’t forget to turn your clocks
ahead one hour!
The Cornerstone Connection
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WORSHIP

Easter Season
God has provided a rhythm of seasons which
orders life and influences the church’s
worship. God’s work of redemption in Jesus
Christ offers the Church a central pattern for
ordering worship in relationship to significant
occasions in the life of Jesus and of the
people of God.

LENT
Lenten Preaching Series
Pastor Courtney will be preaching a four
week series during the season of Lent to
highlight specific Lenten and Spiritual
Disciplines. The first Sunday in March
pastor Courtney will highlight the Scriptural
understanding of fasting and how it applies
to our spiritual lives. The second week in
March, the sermon topic is about Prayer
and the gift of prayer as a conversation with
God. The third Sunday in March will
address why it's important to share and give
alms. And, the last week in March will talk
about how important it is to submit our
hearts and lives to Christ in order to fully
prepare for the Good News of Easter. We
hope you will be in attendance for all four
Sundays in this Lenten Series!
March 4: 2nd Sunday of Lent “Spiritual
Fasting” - Lenten Preaching Series, 1 of 4
March 11: 3rd Sunday of Lent “Prayer A Conversation with God” - Lenten
Preaching Series, 2 of 4

Irish Blessing:
“May you always have work for your hands to
do.
May your pockets always hold a coin or two.
May the sun shine bright on your windowpane.
May the rainbow be certain to follow each rain.
May the hand of a friend always be near you,
And may God fill your heart with gladness to
cheer you.
May the road rise to meet you
May the wind be always at your back,
May the sun shine warm upon your face,
The rains fall soft upon your fields, and,
Until we meet again,
May God hold you in the palm of His hand."

March 18: 4th Sunday of Lent “Sharing
Alms” - Lenten Preaching Series, 3 of 4
March 25: 5th Sunday of Lent - “Fearless
Submission” – Lenten Preaching Series,
4 of 4

The Cornerstone Connection

As we approach the Easter Season, we
gather for worship at the foot of the
cross in the season of Lent, a season of
spiritual discipline and preparation,
anticipating the death and resurrection of
Christ on Easter Sunday. The Lenten journey
from the ashes of death to resurrected life
began on Ash Wednesday, where we
confronted our sinfulness and mortality.
Throughout the season of Lent, we take time
to remember that unless we are willing to die
to our old selves, we cannot be raised to new
life with Christ. Only through the love and
work of Christ can we truly live. Join us for
Sunday worship throughout Lent and walk
the journey to the cross of Easter.
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Celebrating Valentine’s Day

PHOTO GALLERY

at Cornerstone!

Jim Ryan gave the Time for Children

Pastor Courtney told us that
“All We Need is Love”
Reading a Valentine poem

The kids had fun in
Sunday School!

Thank you to the Church Ladies who
raised $145 from the Valentine’s
Bake Sale! Thank you also to
everyone who baked and purchased
items to support the sale.
The Cornerstone Connection
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PHOTO GALLERY

Joint Ash Wednesday Service
at Jackson United Methodist
Church

Children’s Skit
about One Great
Hour of Sharing

We were blessed on February 26th to have guest
preacher Reverend Amaury Tanon-Santos along with
his wife Reverend Ruth-Aimee Belonni-Rosario.

The Cornerstone Connection
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NOTES FROM FEBRUARY SESSION MEETING:

SESSION UPDATE

.-The session received word that Faron Trick after a long time of faithful service as Finance
Chair would like to step down. In response, Dominique Robert agreed to serve as chair.
This transition will take place after tax season. Thank you to Faron and to Dominique!
-The session received a report from Eric Hess an elder from Morningstar Presbyterian
Church where he shared “suggestions” as to how Cornerstone might consider investment
options. The session did vote to reach out to receive two recommendations for low-risk
investment options.
-The session reviewed how Elizabeth Hughes, while Treasurer – Gordon Connelly is away,
has approval (previously approved by session) to handle check writing privileges and has
been given payroll from Gordon in advance.
-Financial reports prepared by Faron Trick were reviewed and discussed. Including a
mention of donations in excess of $18,000 given towards the needs of Cornerstone,
including the Foundation fund, from Pastor Courtney’s friends and family.
-The clerk shared that Pastor Courtney, Elizabeth Hughes and Sharron Smith, the clerk, had
met Wednesday, January 25 to review the Membership Role. 13 Individuals were moved to
the category of “Other Participants” (formerly “Inactive Members”) effective December 31,
2011, making our total 144 for active membership yearend 2011. This active membership
figure was approved by the session and submitted with the Clerk’s Annual Questionnaire for
2011 and the Session Annual Statistical Report for 2011.
-The session was formerly advised of a resignation letter received from Elder Ray
Schleckser from session. The session asked for prayers for this news and for Ray and all
were asked to consider possible replacements for the open elder position.
- The Worship Committee Report was received including details of a Mid-Week Lenten
Worship and Study series with Cornerstone and Jackson United Methodist Church. This
report also included details of a new elder schedule for serving communion in 2012.
-Pastor Courtney passed around a report on the spiritual strengths and gifts for each
session member from the Living Your Strengths assessment and book reading. Further
discussion on this topic will resume at future session meetings.
-It was announced that Christine Tegeder, Music Minister, would be completing her service
with Cornerstone at the beginning of June. A new job description has been compiled and
submitted to Monmouth Presbytery and a replacement will be sought to start summer 2012.
-Pastor Courtney reported that Amaury Tanon Santos would be guest preacher for the last
Sunday in February. He is Director of Programs of the School of Christian Vocation and
Mission at Princeton Seminary. He and his wife Reverend Ruth Aimee Belonni Rosario will
co-serve Communion.
-Bruce Thompson and Pastor Courtney attended the Presbytery meeting in January and the
Installation Service for Wendy Bailey. An update on the presbytery meeting and the service
were shard.
-Pastor Courtney informed the session that she was in the process of interviewing and
recruiting two seminary interns for summer and two for the fall.

The Cornerstone Connection
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Cornerstone Winter/Spring 2012 Confirmation Class Update:

CHILDREN’S AND YOUTH MINISTRY

The Confirmation season has begun! We ask the church to pray for the
Confirmation Youth and mentors during this season from February to May.
The following are the 2012 confirmation candidates/mentors: Brandon
Capurso/Bruce Thompson, John Varrelman/Don Welch, Marissa Tunis/Vikki
Leach, Courtney Miner/Laurie Wegner, Shavonne Osiakwan/Michele Welch, and
Madeleine Welch/Lisa Capurso.
We are blessed to have active and vibrant youth at Cornerstone and this is a
special season in the lives of our youth and in the life of Cornerstone. God is good!
Important Dates:





Confirmation Classes with Pastor Courtney and Elder Lisa Capurso: Mar 18, April 1, and
April 15 - Noon to 1
Confirmation Weekend Retreat for Confirmation Youth and Mentors to Washington D.C.:
May 4- May 6th
Special Confirmation Dinner with Session, May 14 - 6 PM
Confirmation Sunday: May 27 received in worship on Pentecost at 10 AM

Cornerstone Children’s
Ministry & The DeBows Wesley
Club

Cornerstone & DeBows
Youth Ministry

This group, led by Pastor Betty and Pastor
Courtney meets on Sunday nights from 6-7:30
This group meets on the Second and Fourth
pm at DeBows United Methodist Church unless
Thursdays of the month from 6:00 to 7:30 pm at
otherwise noted. We have some exciting things
DeBows United Methodist Church. The group is planned for the Spring and early Summer—the
Youth of DeBows United Methodist and
for children in Kindergarten to 6th grade. Each
Cornerstone have combined together for this
month there will be a Missions’ theme with an
year and together we can have fun while learning
associated craft or trip. It is a fun evening of
about God and growing in our faith in
Christian fellowship through Bible lessons, music,
Christ. Middle School Youth Group meets
crafts, games, and field trips.
EVERY week and ALL YOUTH (6th - 12th grade)
are invited to special events coming up!
March Mission Theme: DeBows Food Pantry
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED AND HOSTS
NEEDED: If you would like to help out with
upcoming youth events, or if you are willing to
March 12 (Monday); Help at DeBows Food
help host one of the upcoming events, please let
Pantry 6:30-7:30
us know! We are grateful for Danelle Horvath
who recently stepped up to help out and we look
March 22: “The Passion: Jesus Conquers Death” forward to a Princeton Seminary intern joining us
THIS Summer!
March 8: “Not Everyone Loves Jesus”

Sun. Mar. 4 Ice Skating in Howell, meet 1:00 p.m.

Talk to Pastor Courtney for information
on the Children’s Ministry or Youth
Group.

Sun. Mar. 11 Discussion: Why do we have to
suffer? Why do bad things happen to good people?
Do we need answers? Rob Bell DVD “Whirlwind”
Fri. Mar. 16 Sleepover at the Church, 7 pm. to
Sat. 8:30 am. Digital scavenger hunt at the Freehold
Mall.
Sun. Mar. 25. Parent/Youth team competition.

The Cornerstone Connection

8

March 2012

SUNDAY SCHOOL

SAVE THE DATE FOR VBS!

Nursery Care Available during Adult Sunday
School at 9:00 a.m. and during Worship.

Cornerstone’s Vacation Bible School
will be during the mornings the week of
July 23-27. Our theme will be:
Babylon: Daniel's Courage in
Captivity.
We are also invited to attend Debow's
evening VBS the week of July 9-13.

Adult Classes
“Living Life as a Christian in the 21st
Century” is taught by Pastor Courtney and
others. In this individualistic society where
everyone seems out for themselves, how will we
be a community together? In this time in history
when everyone spends and no one is disciplined
to save, what will our future be like? When our
young people are denied opportunity for arts &
culture in schools as well as creativity and
innovation, will we progress? This course takes
a look at Scripture passages, literature, and
other sources to use as a discussion for how can
Cornerstone be faithful in our expression as
Christians in the 21st century.

Celebrate the
100th Birthday
of Girl Scouts
on March 11th!
All girl scouts are invited to wear your
uniform to worship that day. Please see
Kristen DiGirolamo if your daughter is a
Girl Scout (any level).

Financial Peace University course is taught by
Dominique Robert at 8:00am. This is a money
management course that empowers and teaches
you how to make money decisions to achieve
your financial goals and God’s plan for your life.
There is still time to enroll—and your first class is
free. Talk to Dominique for more info.

Sunday School for Kids!
Young Elementary (K-2nd grade)
Teachers: Allyson Moyer, Kellie Pushko

Older Elementary (3rd-5th grade)
Teacher: Patti Miller
The elementary children are learning from the
We Believe series called “God’s People
Together.” They are learning about key
relationships in the Old Testament, including
Adam and Eve, Cain and Abel, Ruth and
Naomi, David and Goliath, and more!

Annual Easter Egg Hunt
The egg hunt will take place after
worship on Sunday, April 1st
(Palm Sunday).

Middle School
Teachers: Elizabeth Hughes,
Kristen DiGirolamo
The Middle School class is doing a Bible
Survey course, which involves an in-depth
study of the books of the Bible in the Old and
New Testament. This month we are
continuing a series called “The Final Week”
with detailed lessons about Jesus’ last days
before His death and His resurrection.
The Cornerstone Connection

Please remember to return the fish
banks for One Great Hour of
Sharing on April 1st or April 8th!
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MUSIC

Choir Rehearsals
Rehearsals will be weekly on Thursdays from
7:00—8:30 p.m. in the Sanctuary at DeBows
Methodist Church. If you are a high school

youth or adult who would like to participate in
the choir, please speak to our Music Minister,
Christine Tegeder. All are welcome—no
experience necessary! Also, if you play an
instrument and would like to play one Sunday,
please let Christine know!

Children’s Music at DeBows
As part of the Children’s Ministry Program with
DeBows on Thursday nights, the children will be
learning songs about Jesus and will be singing in
worship. For more information, see page 8.

The Cornerstone Connection
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MISSION

VIP Water Walk: April 27-28
The Village Water Walk
event is designed to raise
awareness of the need for
access to safe water and
the struggle to survive that our friends in Malawi,
Africa face every day, and to raise funds for Villages
in Partnership’s efforts to provide life-changing,
sustainable development projects that help alleviate
those burdens. Teams of participants will walk
continuously for 24 hours in and throughout the
Allentown community. At least one member of each
team must be walking for the duration of the event.
Our hope is for Cornerstone to field at least one
team to raise a minimum of $2000. Most teams
have 10-12 individuals each walking 2 or 3 hours. If
each team member raises $200 in sponsorships the
team as a whole can raise the $2000. A consent/
sponsor form is available on page 12 of this
newsletter. Please contact Denise Mudalel or
Pastor Courtney for more information.

Mission Trips to Malawi
First Presbyterian Church of Allentown has invited
us to participate in 4 upcoming VIP Friendship trips
to Malawi. If anyone feels God calling them to join
this team, please see pastor Courtney. There will
be cost associated, but it should be quite
meaningful.
Come. Listen. Watch. Learn. Serve.
You will go places you never dreamed, moved to depths
of your spirit you did not fathom and transformed in
ways you cannot imagine.
March 9-18 - Agricultural Theme, Students from
University of Rhode Island will come along side villagers,
introducing beehives and diary goats
May 22-30 - Medical Mission - Students and Faculty
from UVA School of Nursing sponsoring a medical clinic
at Kalupe Center in Sakata
July 24- August 1 - General tailored trips to our
participants, building the school, building the maize mill,
digging wells, training pre-school teachers, soccer clinics,
August 3-11 - General tailored trips to our
participants, building the school, building the maize mill,
digging wells, training pre-school teachers, offering
soccer clinics, any talents and gifts that people want to
share, we will find a way to offer!
The Cornerstone Connection
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Children and Youth in
Mission
This summer, there are several exciting
opportunities for children and Youth to
attend a summer camp program
dedicated to teaching young people
about mission. Each of the following
camps involves a registration fee per
child—please let Pastor Courtney know
of your interest ASAP. Fundraising ideas
will be explored so that all who are
interested can attend.

 PASSPORT MISSIONS 2, June 24-29,
Washington, DC, An intense mission
experience for kids in 7th grade through
high school. Mission projects will range
from ministering to children and
organizing at a donation center to
painting, landscaping, and serving at a
soup kitchen.

 PASSPORT KIDS, July 15-18,
Wingate, NC. An active faith-building
experience for 3rd-6th graders. Bible
studies, Devotions and Worship are
designed to help children discover
God’s love and practice being followers
of Jesus.

 HOME REPAIR MISSION CAMP, July
29-August 4, Brockton, MA, for high
school students (age 14+). This is a
work camp where kids will help make
home repairs for the elderly population.
Groups will lodge at a local school,
church, community center, or similar
facility.

March 2012

The Cornerstone Connection

12

March 2012

ADULT FELLOWSHIP

Women’s
Bible Study

Did you know that recent services and
audio of sermons is available on our
website? Check out this and other new
features:
www.cornerstonechurchofjackson.org

Daniel: Lives of Integrity, Words of
Prophecy
Tuesdays, 10:30 a.m.—12:00 p.m.
You are welcome to join the Women’s
Bible Study on Tuesday mornings at the
home of Elizabeth Hughes and led by
Courtney Cromie. The women are
studying a curriculum by Beth Moore
about the prophet Daniel. Join us in a
faith-building study of prophecy and
learn how to live with integrity in
today's self-absorbed society. All
women are welcome!
A new Beth Moore study “Living
Beyond Yourself: Exploring the Fruit of
the Spirit” will be starting in April!
For more information contact Pastor
Courtney.

Men’s Bible
Study

Tuesdays, 7:00—8:30 p.m.
The Men’s Bible study meets at Bob
Wegner’s home, 413 Leesville Road, on
Tuesday evenings. All men are
welcome! They are studying the book
of Philippians. Please contact Bob
Wegner for more information.

Church Ladies
The Church Ladies meet on the third
Wednesday of every month at 1:00 p.m.
The women take turns hosting the
meeting at their homes. All women are
welcome to join them for a time of
fellowship, friendship, and service to our
church and the community. Talk to Betty
Thompson or Joan Mallison for more
information.

The Cornerstone Connection
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Outreach/Evangelism Committee
Pastor Courtney invites you to join her in
canvassing neighborhoods to invite folks to join
us for worship and to be in community of faith.
If you are willing to help, let Pastor Courtney
know. Cornerstone also needs a committee for
hospitality and evangelism. If you would like to
serve on this committee, also let Courtney
know.

March 2012

FINANCIAL UPDATES

Financial Report for February








Tithes/offerings = $10147
(Weekly: 2/5 = $3030, 2/12 = $1781, 2/19 = $1410, 2/26 = $1651
Special Gifts to Cornerstone* = $2275
Per Capita offering = $70
Foundation Fund = $60
Gifts from other churches = $0
Special Offerings = $0
Miscellaneous income = $25

A Note on February Offerings
*Several friends of Pastor Courtney made very generous donations
in support of our church in January and February. Praise God!
These gifts will help us with our financial challenges, but we are still
in need of everyone’s continued contributions to meet our 2012
budget, which calls for $1923 each week in offerings. Please
continue to prayerfully consider your giving each week.

Our thanks to the Finance Committee for their hard work (Faron Trick, Gordon Connelly, Dominique Robert,
Okoro Okparaeke, and Denise Mudalel).

The Cornerstone Connection
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FOR KIDS
The Cornerstone Connection
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Cornerstone Yellow Pages
Do you have a skill or talent that could be a resource for other church members? Please contact Elizabeth Hughes if you would like to be listed.

Rev. Helen Granozio
732-963-7051
Holistic theology, spiritual counselor, natural-herbal therapies, also owner of granite
company , sales of countertops, vanities, bar tops, outside BBQ's and more, serving
Tri-State area.

Meg Milligan
732-928-8117
www.clowningbymac.com
Clowning by Macaroni Anne Cheeze
Celebrating an event? Let Macaroni Anne Cheeze entertain with face/arm painting
and balloon animals.
Reflection & Inspiration: Specialty note cards for that special person or
occasion. Go Green! Send a lovely note card that can be framed and
enjoyed by all! Total gift cost $4.00.

Donna Rosato
Pampered Chef Consultant/Trainer
732-276-6805
http://www.pamperedchef.biz/donnarosato

John Rosato
732-276-6805
Minor household repairs/painting and minor handyman work
(weekends only).

Rebecca Schiemer
I make homemade jewelry, homemade soaps, candles, and gift baskets for all occasions. I can also
offer my services in cake decorating, cookie bouquets, fruit basket arrangements, chocolate covered
strawberries, pretzels, and other homemade candies and chocolates. Please contact Rebecca at
Memories Made Floral & Gifts or e-mail at sweetlady_16508@yahoo.com or by simply calling 732286-4852.

The Cornerstone Connection
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17

25

YOUTH GROUP
6-7:30 pm

Confirmation Class
12:00—1:00 pm

18

Honoring Girl
Scouts in Worship
YOUTH GROUP
6-7:30 pm

26

19

11SPRING FORWARD! 12 Session Meeting
Set clocks ahead

7:00 p.m.
Children’s Ministry
Help in DeBows
Food Pantry

5

4

YOUTH GROUP
1:00 Ice Skating

Mon

Sun

Men’s Bible Study
7:00 pm

Women’s Bible Study
10:30 am

27

Men’s Bible Study
7:00 pm

Women’s Bible Study
10:30 am

20

Men’s Bible Study
7:00 pm

Women’s Bible Study
10:30 am

13

Men’s Bible Study
7:00 pm

Women’s Bible Study
10:30 am

6

Tue

Joint Lenten
Worship at JUMC
7:00 p.m.

Joint Lenten
Worship at JUMC
7:00 p.m.

28

Deacons Mtg 7:00
Joint Lenten
Worship at JUMC
7:00 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

29

Children’s Ministry
6:00-7:30 pm

Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

Children’s Ministry
6:00-7:30 pm

15

8

30

23

16

9

2

1
Choir Rehearsal
7:00 p.m.

Fri

Thu

21 Church Ladies 1:00 22

Joint Lenten
Worship at JUMC
7:00 p.m.

14

7

Wed

31

24

YOUTH GROUP
Sleepover at DeBows
Friday 7 pm to Saturday 8:30 am

17

10

3

Sat
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